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Poetry. 


BY J. M. GOODWIN. 


The dusky twilight of the day 

Has caught a purple shading ; 

And now the purple turns to gray; 
And now the gray is fading. 

Together shout !|—That camp is nigh, 
The ready answer vouches ; 

Once more together! make reply, 
Then Ho! for tea and couches. 

And chiefly Tea. Oh precious Leaf! 
Those who most truiy know thee, 
Have soothed, as we do here, the grief 
Of wearied frames with Bobea. 

And couches! Lordly Hemlocks high, 
And Cedars, odors shedding, 

Yield to the axe with plaintive sigh, 
To give us fragrant bedding. 


Throngh crackling boughs, the ruddy flame 
Leaps up, a dome revealing, 
Compared wherewith, all art is tame: 
Oar lofty forest ceiling. 
The darkness rings us like a wall — 
Built by the great All Master, 
Wherein the Pine-boles, grand and tall, 
Are column and pilaster. 














About the fire, a merry throng, 

My Foresters are lying, 

While Echo mocks, to laugh and song 
Dispersedly replying. 


And now the last gay catch is troil’d, 
And silent watch I’m keeping, 
While near me, in their blankets roll’d, 
The Choristers are sleeping. 


How still! The great brands fall apart 
With tinkling crepitations ; . 
I hear the beating of my heart, 

The sleeper’s respirations ; 

And sounds mysterious, half-defined, 
That come like muffled thunder, 

As if sub-terrene powers, combined, 
Their bonds had rent asunder. 


As when, acrose the darkness, gleams 
Some momentary shimmer, 

The folowing gloom more murky seems 
Because of that brief glimmer, 

So, when these awesome voiccs cease 
From out the depths to mutter, 

The stillness scems to gain increase, 
The hush throbs deep and utter. 


My Pipe! old friend! I prove once more 
Thy gently soothing powers. 
With thee, of many nights before, 
Have I beguiled the hours. 
Nights by dull Minnesota’s stream, 
*Neath Cottonwoodse gigantic ; 
Where lone Itasca’s waters gleam, 
And by the broad Atlantic. 
Recumbent thus, with half-closed eyes, 
Beatified, pacific, 
Thoughts, memories, speculations, rise, 
Each thought, of thoughts, prolific. 
My pulses metronomic, time 
Cadences for my fancies, 
To which they circle, linked with rhyme, 
Through ever varying dances. 


Above, among the needly leaves, 
The wayward wiod complains and grieves, 
And querulous and fitful whines, 
Disturbing all the stately Pines, 
That, roused from out their midnight sleep, 
Reply in murmurs hoarse and deep. 


I lie beneath the trees no more ; 

I hear the waves fall on the shore ; 
And see, as back the flood retires, 
The sands glow pale with Phosphor’s fires ; 
And haloed by the humid air, 

The beacon’s intermittent glare ; 

And phantom-like, against the sky, 
The haven-seeking ships go by, 

That breast, !aborious and slow, 

The ebbing current’s eddying flow, 
Till, as th’ exhausted sca-breeze fails, 
They furl their ineffectual sails, 

And, kindling each her signal light, 
Sway anchored on th’ inverted night. 


And that dear Island in the sheltering Bay 
Where once the Pilgrim’s sea-worn shallop lay! 
Blest spot! by Nature, and by Fortune, blest ; 
Ever as then the happy finder’s reat ; 

My constant lure from whatsoever quest! 


The rustling groves along thy terraced side, 

With half their branches overhang the tide, 

That, when with winds the perfect moon combines, 
Floats a broad margin of bright-flowering vines. 

Teo thy old Cedars, th’ encireling beach, 

Of Ocean's mysteries aye uttereth speech, 

And courier zephyrs waft them, on their wings, 
Vague intimations of supernal things. 


How well my memory brings me back, my Best, 
That evening when we, from the Island's crest, 
Watched sunset’s glories in the weltering West. 
One band of crimson bars the level rays, 

And in mid air, a screen of amber haze, 

A sheeny splendor, golden-moted sways. 

From cloud to cloud subsides the paling glow ; 
With wings that stir the glassing calm below, 
By twos and threes, the late gulls seaward go. 
The spell that falls when Summer daylight fades 
All Nature thralls, and every sense pervades, 
And quiet deepens with the deepening shades. 


Again, my dearest, ia th’ resplendent wake 
That moonbeams on the restless waters make, 
We sce the wavelets rise, and run, and break. 
The gleaming vista leads my dreaming eyes 
To where, when brightest, close beneath the skies, 
The pathway ends, and all beyond denies. 

Again, as when, with slowly dipping blade, 
Our homeward voyage | lengthened aud delayed, 
1 sing the song that once for thee I made. 

1. 

“« What need of anchors on a shoreless sea ; 
What need ot sails where no sought harbor is ; 
Our destination is where we may be, 

Hence too we launched, and our sole port is this. 
ll. 

The Centre drifts attendant on our bark ; 

The skyvy circle moveth as we move; 

Were “Love else dead, we bear within our Ark, 

The germ of all the future’s need of love :"’ 


The faith of Love and Youth. I said, “ with me 
Thy life shall never know a want or care.”’ 

My chiefest help! long since I learned of thee, 

Those truths they teach who best know how to bear. 
My days arc used ae arc th’ accustomed beads, 

In his loose hands whose muttered prayers are tasks ; 
Such use they ever make, whose glorious deeds 
Wait thoec rare times that indecision asks. 


Alas! what sighs. Too long a watch I keep, 
And natheless sigue of coming morning tell. 
The morrows tramp demands that I should sleep 
So, God watch over all! and Mine, farewell. 
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BY LOUISA M. ALCOTT. 


Chapter ITI. 

One balmy night, when early flowers were 
blossoming in Claudia’s garden. and the west 
wind was the almoner of their sweet charities, 
she sat looking with thonghtful eyes into the 
shadowy stillness of the hour. 

Miss Blank, the mild nonentity who played 
propriety in Claudia’s house, had been ab- 
sorbed into the darkness of an inner room, 
where sleep might descend upon her weary 
eyelids without an open breach of that deco- 
rum which was the good soul's staff of life. 

Paul Frere, leaning in the shadow, looked 
down upon the bent head whereon the May 
moon dropped a shining benediction ; -and as 
he looked, his countenance grew young again 
with hope, and fervent with a strong desire. 
Silence had fallen on them, for watching her, 
Paul forgot to speak, and Claudia was pluck- 
ing leaf after leaf from a flower that had 
strayed from among the knot that graced her 
breast. One by one the crimson petals flut- 
tered to the ground, and as she saw them fall 
a melancholv shadow swept across her face. 

‘* What has the rose done that its life should 
be so short?” her friend asked as the last 
leaf left her hand. 

As if the words recalled her to the present, 
Claudia looked at the dismantled stem, saying 
regretfully, ‘‘ I forgot the flower, and now I 
have destroyed it with no skill to make it live 
again.” She paused a moment, then added 


ded with ill-disguised exultation when her 
prowlings and pouncings had brought them 
to light. Many asmart robin had been fasci- 
nated by her power, or escaping left his 
plumes behind; many a meek mouse had im- 
plored mercy for its indiscretion but found 
none, and many a blithe cricket’s music ended 
when she glided through the grass. Dark 
holes and corners were hunted by her keen 
eye, the dust of forgotten rumors was dis- 
turbed by her covert tread, and secrets were 
hunted out with most untiring patience. 


She had her enemies, what puss has not? 
Sundry honest mastiffs growled when she en- 
tered their domains, but scorned to molest a 
weaker foe: sundry pugs barked valiantly till 
she turned on them and with un-sheathed claws 
administered a swift quietus to their wrath ; 
sundry jovial squirrels cracked their jokes and 
flourished defiance, but skipped nimbly from 
hér way, and chattered on a bough she could 
not climb. More than one friend had found 
the pantry pillaged, and the milk of human 
kindness lapped dry by an indefatigable 
tongue ; and yet no meeker countenance lifted 
its pensive eyes in church, no voice more in- 
dignantly rebuked the short-comings of her 
race, and no greater martyr bewailed ingrat- 
itade when doors were shut upon her, and 
stern housewives shouted ‘* scat!” 

Wifehood and widowhood had only in- 
creased her love of freedom and confirmed 
her love of power. Claudia pitied her, and 
when others blamed, defended or excused, for 
her generous nature had no knowledge of du- 


site still lounged Jessie Snowdon, showing no 
symptoms of departure. ' Her cheek burned 
with a brilfiant color, her black eyes'glittered 
with repressed excitement, and in gesture, 
look and tone there was & peculiar sharpness 
as if every sense were unwontedly alert, eve- 
ry nerve unwontedly high strang. She was 
not loquacious, but seemed waiting till speech 
would take effect ; for ‘all her feline instincts 
were awake, and she must torture a little be- 
fore she dealt the blow. ‘She knew the lovers 
wished her gone, yet still sat watchful and 
wary, till the auspicious moment came. 

Paul was restless, for his southern tempera- 
ment, more keenly alive to subtle influences 
than colder natures, vaguely warned him of 
the coming blow, unwillingly yielded to the 
baleful power it could not comprehend, un- 
consciously betrayed that Jessie's presence 
brought disquiet, and’so doing placed a weap- 
on in her hand, which she did not fail to use. 
Her eye was on him constantly, with a glance 
that stirred him like an insult, while it held 
him like a spell. His courtesy was sorely 
tried, for whether he spoke or was mute, 
moved about the room or sat with averted 
face, he felt that eye’still on him, with a look 
of mingled hatred, pity and contempt. He 
confronted it and bore it down; but when 
he turned, it rose again and haunted him with 
its aggressive shine. He fixed his regard on 
Claudia, and so forgot it for a time, but it was 
always there and proved itself no fancy of a 
tired brain. 

Claudia was weary and grudged the quiet 





THE UNRECOGNIZED GIFT OF GOD TO 

AMERICA. crawled, stand upright. Our men go to their 
graves as to their beds. Whatever battles 
we have lost or are to lose, we can never lose 
the victory we have won over mammon, over 
self, over pelf. We are a country now: we 
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smiling as if at her own fancies, though 
the regretful cadence lingered in her voice. 
‘This is my birth-night, and thinking of 
my past, the rose ceased to be a rose to me, 

and became a little symbol of my life. Each | 
leaf I gathered seemed a year, and as it fell | 
I thought how fast, how vainly, they had gone. 
They should have been fairer in aspirations, | 
fuller of duties, richer in good deeds, happier | 
in those hopes that make existence sweet, but | 
now itis too late. Poor rose! Poorlife!” 
and from the smiling lips there fell a sigh. 

| Paul took the relic of the rose,- and with a} 
gesture soft as a caress, broke from the stem | 
| a little bud just springing from its mossy | 
sheath, saying with a glance as full of| 
cheer as hers had been of despondency, 
‘*My friend, it never is too late. Out of | 
the loneliest life may bloom a higher beauty | 
than the lost rose knew. Let the first san-_| 
guine petals fall, their perfume will remain a | 











pleasant memory when they are dead; but | 
cherish the fairer flower that comes so late, 
nurture it with sunshine, baptise it with dew, 
and though the garden never knows it more, 
|it may make summer in some shady spot and | 
bless a household with its breath and bloom. | 
iI have no gift wherewith to celebrate this | 
night, but let me give you back a happier 
emblem of the life to be, and with it a proph- | 
ecy that when another six and twenty years | 
are gone, no sigh will mar your smile as you | 
| look back and say ‘ Fair rose! Fair life!’” | 
Claudia looked up with traitorous eyes, | 
and answered softly—‘ I accept the prophe- | 
cy, and will fulfil it, ifthe black frost does not | 
fall.” Then with a wistful glance and all per- 
suasive tone, she added, ‘‘ You have forgot- 
ten one gift always in your power to bestow. | 








| Give it to me to-night, and usher in my hap- | 
| pier years with music.” 
| ‘There was no denial to a request like that, 
and with a keen sense of delight Paul obeyed, | 
singing as he had never sang before, for heart | 
and soul were in the act, and all benignant | 
influences lent their aid to beautify his gift. | 
The silence of the night received the melody, | 
and sent it whispering back like ripples break- 
ing on the shore ; the moonbeams danced like 
| elves upon the keys, as if endowing human 
{touch with their magnetic power; the west | 
| wind tuned its leafy orchestra to an airy sym-| 
phony, and every odorous shrub and flower | 
paid tribute to the happy hour. 
With drooping lids and lips apart, Claudia | 
listened, till on the surges of sweet sound her | 
spirit floated far away into that blissful realm | 
where human aspirations are fulfilled, where | 
human hearts find their ideals, and renew} 
lagain the innocent beliefs that made their 
| chiidhood green. | 
Silence fell suddenly, startling Claudia 
from her dream. For a moment the radiance | 
of the room grew dark before her eyes, then | 
a swift light dawned, and in it she beheld the | 








, countenance of her friend transfigured by the | 
| power of that great passion which heaven has | 
| gifted with eternal youth. For a long mo- | 
/ment nothing stirred, and across the little | 
| space that parted them the two regarded one | 
another with wordless lips, but eyes whose | 

finer language made all speech impertinent. | 

' Paul bent on the woman whom he loved! 
| a look more tender than the most impassioned | 
| prayer, more potent than the subtlest appeal, | 
‘more eloquent than the most fervent vow. | 
|He saw the maiden color flush and fade, saw | 
ithe breath quicken and the lips grow tremu- | 
jlous, but the steadfast eyes never wavered, | 
never fell, and through those windows of the | 

'soul, her woman's heart looked out and an- | 
| swered him. | 
There was no longer any doubt or fear or) 

| Power to part them now, and with a gesture 
(full ef something nobler than pride, Paul | 
| stretched his hand to Claudia, and she took | 
‘it fast in both her own. 


To a believer in metempsychosis it would , 
have been an easy task to decide the last, 
' shape Mrs. Snowden had endowed with life, 
' for the old fable ofthe ‘* cat transformed into | 
' a woman,” might have been again suggested | 
'to a modern Esop. 

Soft of manner, smooth of tongue, |} 
‘stealthy of eve, thi€ feline lady followed out | 
| the imstinets of her nature with the fidelity of | 
|any veritable puss. With demure aspect and | 
| pleasant purrings she secured the admiration 
/of innocents who forgot that velvet paws 
| could scratch, and the friendship of comforta- 


gambolling delightfully while the cream was 
plentiful, and the caresses graciously be- 


plicity or littleness of soul. Jessie seemed | hour which always left her refreshed, when 
all candor, and though superficial, was full of 10 unwelcome presence marred its charm. 





winning ways and tender confidences that | She was unutterably tired of Jessie, and ifa 


Given in the Senate Chamber at Washington, 
Sunday, Jan. 25. 


There is no religion that has ever enlisted 
the affections of the human heart, which has 
not in some way taught men to recognize the 
high in the lowly, the wonde:ful in the ordi- 
nary. Many and beautiful are the scriptures 
and legends by which seers and sages have 
from age to impressed this the most im- 

ortant lesson that dwellers upon earth can 
earn. One relates that Mohammed, pausing 
in his youth to rest in a desert, gazed intently 
upon a mere grain of sand, until presently 
that sand-grain glowed like a star, and in its 
heart he saw pictured the City of God. 
Another that Abraham receiving with kind- 
ness dust-worn travellers, entertained angels 
unawares, and knew not the nature of his vis- 
itors until he found the rich bepetis they left 
him. The Nurac 8 tell of a philosopher 
who met one dreadfully deformed and crip- 
pled, and went his way dejected and morbidly 
questioning ‘‘ whether there could be a God, 
when such afflictions were permitted.” An 
humble man soon after met the same deform- 
ed one, and stopped with him. It was the 
poet Haran that dwelt in that misshapen body, 
and he so delighted the humble man with 
beautiful visions, that whereas the philoso- 
pher hadgone away skeptical and melancholy, 
the other went away, saying, *‘ How good is 
Allah, who hides richest jewels in lowliest 


are no longer worms. but men. Even whilst 
we read the siekening lists of death, who 
would exchange the Union of to-day for the 
Union as it was for the last fifty years? As 
well might we exchange a palace for a dun- 
geon; for in the Union as it was, wherever 
there was an honorable man his country was 
a cold, hard dungeon about him. I believe 
that Octavius Frothingham spoke the truth 
when he said the other day that there was 
more real peace in this land now than there 
had been for many years before. Before the 
disease was rankling in the blood, and _ pois- 
oning the hidden springs of life; now it has 
broken out on the surface; and though the 
eruption is ugly, and may leave us pitted, the 
heart is freer and the case more - 
Any wise physician will tell you that an erup- 
tion is not the disease, but so to speak, the 
health"6f's disease: © YO" 

Whence this sublime energy of our people ? 
Who has cleared away the rubbish that choked 
our springs of life, our love of liberty, our 
thirst for justice? What has changed the 
mobs seeking the just man's life into martyrs 
for humanity? It is all but the first faint 
response to our first faint recognition of hu- 
manity in the humble guise in which it ap- 
pealed to us. 

It was the merest cup of water we gave 
the negro in the last presidential election, 
and behold, in return, the living waters of 





caskets !” Shakspeare, to whom as her fa- 
vorite child, nature whispered every secret. | 
makes the lover in the Merchant of Venice, 
find his treasure not in the casket of gold, 
nor in that of silver, but in that of lead. 
These fine threads, running through all lite- 
rature and all religions, are woven into their 
gorgeous tissue in the story of Christ. | 
But this lesson, to which I wish to draw! 


your attention to-day, finds its best illustra- | 


| 


self-sacrifice and patriotism streaming through 
the land; and so soon as we shall be true 
enough to see the image of God through the 
swarthy skin; so soon as we shall hear his 
scourges as scourges falling on the Christ of 
to-day; so soon as we shall call him to our 
sides as a brother, and count nothing as vic- 
tory which is not his victory also—so soon 
shall his homely disguise fall off entirely, and 
he shall stand confessed as a national savior 


| them softer than the dew, for Joy was the mu- 


| guests who made high festival of that still | 


seemed sincere, and very pleasant to the oth- 
ers’ lonely heart. So Jessie haunted her 
friend’s house, rode triumphantly in her car | 
riage, made a shield of her regard, and dis- | 
ported herself at her expense, till a stronger 
force appeared, and the widows’ reign ab-| 
ruptly ended. 

The May moon had shone on Claudia’s, 


| betrothal, and the harvest moon would sbine | 


upon her marriage. The months psssed like | 
a happy dream, and the midsummer of her, 
life was inits prime. The stir and tattle that , 
went on about her was like an idle wind, for , 
she had gone out of the common world and | 
believed that she cared little for its censure or | 
its praise. What mattered it that Paul was 

poor—was she not rich? What mattered it | 
that she knew little of his past—had she not all | 


| the present and the future forher own? What, 


did she care for the tongues that called him | 
‘* furtune-hunter,” and herself romantic ? he | 
possessed a better fortune than any she could | 
give, and she was blessed with a romance that | 
taught her wiser lessons than reality had ever | 
done. So they went their way, undisturbed | 
by any wind that blew. Paul still gave her 
lessons, still retained his humble home as if | 
no change had befallen him, and Claudia with | 
all her energies alert, bestirred herself to| 
‘set her house in order, and make ready for | 
the bridegroom’s coming.” But as each night 
fell, patient Teacher, busy Housewife van- | 
ished, and two lovers met. The sun set on| 


all their cares, and twilight shed a peace upon | 
sician now, and Love the fairy hostess of the 


hour. 

The months had dwindled to a week, and 
in the gloaming of a sultry day, Paul came 
early to his tryst. Claudia was detained by lin- 





| the hand Paul had extended for the fan which | 


wish could have secured her absence, she | 
would have vanished with the speed of a stage | 
sprite at the wizard’s will. 

‘“*Is’t the old pain, Paul? Let me play | 
Desdemona, and bind my handkerchief about | 
your forehead as I have done before,” and| 
Claudia’s voice soothed the ear with its un- | 
spoken love. 

Paul had leaned his head upon his hand. 
but as she spoke he lifted it and answered | 
cheerfully, ‘‘ I have no pain, but something | 
in the atmosphere oppresses me. I fancy 
there is thunder in the air.” 

‘There is”--and Jessie laughed a laugh | 
that had no mirth in it, as she sat erect. 
with sudden interest in her voice. 

Paul swept aside the curtain, and looked | 
out; the sky was cloudless and the evening 
star hung luminous and large on the horizons | 
edge. 

‘*Ah, you think I am a false prophet, but | 
wait an hour then look again. J see a fierce | 
storm rolling up, though the cloud is ‘ no} 
bigger than a man’s hand’ now.” 

As she spoke Jessie’s eye glanced across | 


Claudia was offering ; he did not see the look, | 
but unfurling the daintily carved toy, an-| 
swered calmly as the stirred air cooled the 
fever of his cheek: ‘‘I cannot doubt you, 
Mrs. Snowdon, for you look truly sibylline | 
to-night ; but if you read the future with such | 
a gifted eye, can you not find us a fairer fu- | 
ture than your storm fortells ?” 

‘*Did you never know before that there 
was gipsy blood in my veins, and that I pos- 
sessed the gipsy’s power of second sight? 
Shall I use it, and tell your fortune like a ver- 
itable witch? May I, Claudia?” 

Jessie’s friend looked at her with a touch | 
of wonder; for the flush was deepening on | 


| 


| ed, and whisper, ‘‘Woman! do you not know | be worth the expenditure of a thousand mil- 


| save. He is to break down not only this |is to bring forth when its pangs are spent, 


tion in that simple and quiet scene which | by virtue of his cause—the cause of justice, 
shows him sitting. beside the wells conversing | which the eternal hath sworn is that which 


with the woman who had come to draw water. | Shall never fail. but bear on its mighty gift to 
all mankind, though generations bend and 


There is a fine old picture of it in which the | , 
artist has most happily given the both mysti- | reak! : ; 
fied and friendly look of the woman, and the | O, my brothers, my sisters! you can ney- 
sadness added to the weariness of the travel- © do as much for the truth as it can do for 
ler, feeling how utterly unrecognized he was ; | Y°U- 
coming to his own—yes, his own, those who| It is amazing that men can be found who 
had Jong been yearning for just what he could | do not yet see that this war is simply the great 
give them—and his own receiving him not. | hand ot God, writing the next and highest 
What did the woman see in him? Only a/ chapter of American history, namely, its de- 
wayworn, dust-soiled Jew, asking for a cup/liverance from the sin and shame of slavery. 
of water. How couid she see before her, then) Why cannot a man, who can think even a hit- 
and there, what you and I see, looking through | tle, see that the war is historically inex- 
the vista of the ages in which that heart has, plicable, except to sweep from the New World 
been the well on life’s highway, to which the | that sin and shame? Why cannot all see 
weary and thirsting children of men have} that no less a result would be worth the enor- 
ever come for living water ? | mous cost and dreadful outlay to which we 
He said, ‘* If thou knewest the gift of God, | have subjected ourselves? —* 
and who it is that saith unto thee Give me to} Would the recovery of a few million dol- 
drink, thou wouldst have asked of him, and' lars in the shape of revenue, from some of 
he would have given thee living water.” ‘the States which now refuse to pay—would 
One longs to draw near to her, unperceiv- | the recovery of a half a dozen dirty stone forts 


him! Can you not pierce that lowly garb, | lions, the subversion of the economy of three 
and recognize the greatness of the heart now | nations, and the loss of five hundred thou- 
beating so near you? He is the Divine Soul, | sand noble lives ? 

anointed with the chrism of love to seek and! Is that mouse all that this laboring tna 


barrier between Jew and Samaritan, but, | and cities lie burnt and buried at its base ? 

through countless ages, all that divides man; Notwithstanding the leaders of all parties 
from man is to fall before him. Oh woman, | indignantly repel it, yet there is a higher 
be kind to him; give him to drink; receive | Voice which declares that this is a war for the | 
his blessing: for in the vast future there shall | abolition of slavery, and nothing else, and 
be millions who will say: Ah, that we could | history will never make it anything else. The 
have had the privilege of that Samaritan wo- | heart of the world re-echoes the heart of the 
man, to give that blessed one a cup of water | slave, and feels that is what it means in his- 





—to ask of him living water!” | tory. 
And yet I suppose that if any of us who| Jt isa terrible error when men have onc | 
live now could have been present to say this, | idea about that which they are doing and God | 
the Unrecogized One would have said, ‘‘Nay,| has another. And so long as there is that! 
but she is no more heavy-eyed than you will discrepancy between the workmen and the | 
all be in your day; for many times in new} Master-builder and Destroyer of Empires, | 
centuries and new worlds shall | meet you all | which do not speak for humanity or love it, | 
on the waysides, and you shall never know | the workman will be cutting his hand with his | 
me, and will refuse me a cup of water.” | own tools, (as this nation has for two or| 
A clergyman, who did not see that Pales-| three years been doing,) for he will be cut- 
tine was transferred to America, was travel-'ting against the everlasting and inviolable 
ing last year in that region, and used up aj grain of things. 
great deal of time and white paper in trying| 1 know, however,that the people are begin- 
to settle the question, which of several wells | ning to recognize, amid the clouds of war, 


gering guests, and wtth a frown at their delay, | her cheek, the fire kindling in her wt dss and 
her lover paced the room till she should come. | her whole aspect seemed to stir and brighten | 
Pausing suddenly in his restless march, Paul | like a snake's before it springs. 

drew a letter from his breast and read it slow-| ‘‘If Paul pleases ] should like to hear your 
ly as if his thoughts had been busy with its | “rede,” and we will cross your palin with 
contents. It was a letter of many pages, silver by and by. Indeed I think the in-| 
written in decided characters, worn as if| §pired phrenzy is descending upon you, Jes- 
with frequent reading, and as he turned it his sie, for you look like an electric battery fully 
face wore a look it had never shown to Clau- charged, and I dare not touch you lest I 
dia’s eyes. With a sudden impulse he raised | should receive a shock,” Claudia answered. 
his right hand to the light, and scanned it | Smiling at the sudden change. 

with strange scrutiny. Across the palm; ‘‘! ama battery to-night, and you may 
stretched a wide purple scar, tbe relic of some , have your shock whenever you please. Come, 








aw it many times at home, and that Jesus 


he found there was tha genuine Jacob's well 
—which the very spot where Jesus sat and 
conversed with the woman, It seemed to me 
a very futile and idle thing that he should go 
so far to find that well; I doubt not he had 


ad sat near him and appealed to him again 
arfd again, as unrecognized as he was before | 
that woman. 

How often does he stand before you and 
me, my fellow men? How often is the gift 
of God, holding the fount that ean quench the 
deepest thirst of our nature, at our very side 
—and we know it not, nor ask for the living | 
waters? How many rich resources, how | 
many priceless opportunities, do we heedless- | 


ly overpass, thinking it was but some ordinary 





the pure white raiment of Christ, appearing 
to unbar before a great people the portals of 
liberation, which have always heretofore becn 
locked fast before the strongest of human 
hands. 55 

The people are seeing this, and I know # 
from the fact that the myrmidons of slavery, 
the allies of oppression throughout the land, 
are shrinking away from our flag. What fur- 
ther credential of our cause do you need to 
signify its nobility than the fact that the 
ignoble are shrinking from it. 

When the Jews thought that Christ was to 
be the deliverer of their nation simply from | 
Cesar, they were so delighted that they 
thronged about him with one common feeling 
of joy. But when they discovered that he 





stowed. Gossips .and scandal. were the rats 


wound healed long ago, but not effaced by , Mr. Frete, your sovereign consents, come 
time. Claudia had once asked as she, 

caressed it what blow had left:so deep aj 
trace, and he had answered with a sudden, 
clenching of the hand, a sudden fire in the eye, | 
‘* Claudia, it is the memorial of a victory 1| 
won ten years ago; it was a righteous battle, | 


but its memory is bitter. Let it sleep ; and be- 


| lieve me, it is an honest hand, or I could nev- 


er look in your true face and give it you, 
again.” 
She had been content, and never touched | 
the sad past by a word, for she wholly trust- | 
ed where she wholly loved. 
As Paul looked thoughtfully at that right. 
hand of his, the left dropped at his side, and | 
from among the loosely held papers, a single 
sheet escaped, and fluttered noiselessly 
among the white folds of the draperies that | 
swept the floor. The stir of departing feet | 
roused him from his reverie; with a quick 
gesture he crushed the letter, and lit it at the , 
Roman lamp that always burned for him. 
Slowly the fateful pages shrivelled and grew 
black; silently he watched them burn; and 
wher the last flame flickered and went out, 
he gathered up the ashes and gave them to 
the keeping of the wind. Then all the shad- ; 
ows faded from his face, and Jeft the old com- 
posure there. 
‘Claudia’s voice called from below, and with , 
the ardor of a boy he sprang down to meet 
the welcome he was hungering for. 
As the door closed behind him, from the | 
gloom of that inner room Jessie Snowdon, 
stole out and seized her prize. Listening , 
with sharpened sense for any coming step, she , 
swept the page with her keen eye, gathering 
its meaning before a dozen lines were read. | 
The paper rustled with the tremor of her 
hand, and fora moment the room spun dizzily 
before her as she droppedinto a seat, and sat | 
staring straight into the air with a counten- 
ance where exultation and bewilderment were 
strangely blended. ‘* Poor Claudia,” was the 
first thought that took shape in ber mind, but 
a harder one usurped its place, an ominous 
glitter shone in her black eyes, as she mut- 
tered with a wicked smile, ‘‘ I owe him this, 
and he shall have it.” 
an hour Jater Paul and Clandia sst.in that 


| 
! 
| 
} 





| wide scar across the shapely palm. 


and let me try my power—if you dare.” 

A slight frown contracted Paul's brows, | 
and a disdainful smile flitted across his lips ; | 
but Claudia waited, and he silently obeyed. 

‘‘Not that hand, fate lies only in the} 
right.” 

‘Jessie, take mine instead, our fortunes 
henceforth will be the same!” cried Claudia, 
with eager voice remembering the mark Paul | 
never showed. 

But Jessie only laughed the metallic laugh 
again, clear and sharp as the jangle of a bell; | 
and with a gesture of something like defiance | 





| Paul stretched his right hand to her, whilethe | 


disdainful smile still sat upon his lips. Jes-| 
sie did not touch it, but bent and scanned it | 
eagerly, though nothing could be seen but the | 
| 

A dead silence fell upon the three. Paul | 
stood composed and motionless, Jessie paled 
visibly, and the quick throb of her heart grew | 
audible, but Claudia felt the pain of that rude | 
scrutiny, and leaning toward them asked im-| 
patiently, ** Sibyl, what do you read ?” 


Jessie swayed slowly backward, and look- | 
ing up at the defiant face above her, an-| 
swered in a whisper that cut the silence like 
a knife. ~ 

**T see two letters,—M. L.” 

Paul did not start, his countenance did not 
change, but the fan dropped shattered from 
his grasp—the only sign that he had heard. 
Claudia’s eyes were on them, but she could 
not speak, and the sibilant whisper came 
again. 

«7 know it all, for this remained to tell the - 
secret, and Jam the master now. See here! } 
and with a peal of laughter Jessie threw the, 
paper at his feet. 





The New York Assembly was organized 
on Monday last by the election of Theo- 
_ C. Callicot for Speaker ‘by 61 votes to 
9 given for Mr. Trimmer the Democratic 
candidate. . Callicot is a Democrat who 
was supported by the: r i 
election was —_ bitter 
Democrats to an or- 

il after 


ization of the Legislature Thurs- 
Gy ext, the day fixed by law for the elec- 
tion of U. . Senators. _ 





=: 


_ more dependent on the babe. It is a life for! of humanity follow it where it must go. 


| try asa national cartoon. On the wells where | ginches nor trembles. 


face or fact of life we met? | was to be the deliverer not merely of their 

Ah, be thou knewest the gift of God, MY | nation alone, but of the whole world, they all 
friend! If thou hadst ever with thee that finest | forsook him and left him in a minority of one. 
divining rod, a pure and earnest heart, thou! So with our struggles for Independence. 
shouldst find amidst thy daily avocations, at| While it was war for the preservation of our 
the wells where thy daily supplies are drawn, rights, a war in opposition to the proposed 
the streams which make gla | the city of God. | burdensome tax on tea and other articles, the 

_ The pis of God are not forced upon man- | colonies were united, but when the watch- 
kind, else would they dwarf man instead of | word rose higher, and it became a struggle 
uplifting, as must everything which super-|for the entire independence of the whole 
sedes his own mental, moral or physical activ- | country, our colonies were divided half and 
ity. His gifts come not with outward show | half, so that in New York they did not know 
of importance; they are wayworn travellers | whether the tories or dependents were most 
sitting on life's roadsides in common, oftenest| nymerous. Our fathers having in that war to 
in repulsive guise. It is only when we have | fight the tories with the one hand and the 
the power to pierce through the greg: to | British with the other, their final triumph was 
the real ; only when we can detect the ing | rendered so much the greater; and 80, in- 
as well in his weeds as in his robes. that we deed, my Christian friends, is it in the pres- 
raise life's trivial round to a celestial orbit, | ont struggle. When it was a question of ge- 
and transform tbe common task into a ladder | ographica and sectional pride, or a monied 
for ascending and descending angels. | one merely, there was no division in our land 

There is a kind of poetry in the ways of the ghout the war. When, however, through the 
universe which has not yet got into numbers | providence of God, the captain of our hosts 
or been sung by minstrels. It is that which | unfurled the banner above the mere question 
makes the never-ending charm of reciprocity | of the navigation of the Misissippi, and that 
break out where we least suspect it. How of our present individual financial interests, 
dependent an infant seems to be on its mother! and caused it to become the glorious ensign 
Yet the mother knows that she is as much or! of humanity, then only could the champions 





a life; nay, the holy fount of high feeling and , (Applause. | 

trust flowing to her is a large balance for the, Ah! there isa judgment day above, my 

nurture of her breast. 3 : fellow men. God sits above this land, and 
I should like to see a picture of Christ at | he holds the balances between man and man, 

the weil hung up in the Capitol of this coun-! of whatever color, with a hand that never 


this nation came day by day to draw its wealth, The other day, while conversing with some 
there sat a poor wayworn and sorrowful so-| slaves belonging to my father, who had es- 
journer. Tis disciples had left him to get! caped from Fredericksburg, and were now in 
their meat somewhere. The wayfarers mock-! the land of liberty, they told me that, when 
ed him and called bim * nigger"—a term | Fredericksburg was bombarded, they thoaght 
which, I find, was about equivalent to ‘* Naz- | that judgment day had indeed come. [Laugh- 
arine”. when it was cast at the Saviour of ! ter.} ‘The flames which enveloped the 
Men. Lonely and unfrended the poor slave | bridges of the Rappahannock were, to them, 
sat, appealing to America for the simplest’ the fiery elements of the last day, and the 
rights—the merest cup of water ; asking only | shells that swept through the air appeared as 
the rights pledged by nature to each who | the Scokashalia falling upon those who ran 
knows the love of wife and child. Through crying for the rocks and mountains to fall up- 
what weary years he sat there unrecognized! | on them. 

Did any one think he was the gift of God,! [| ssid to these old negroes, ‘‘You guessed 
who should be in the end the only name given | exactly right. Itis God’s judgment day.” 
under Heaven whereby this nation could be, Who, that has eyes to see, can fail to see 


saved! | that God is drawing his everlasting line be- 
Very dimly yet has he been recognized by | tween sheep and the goat, in over at and 
nation. But no sooner have we paused| town; nay inevery home. “Behold, his fan 


to consider his cause—not his, but the cause! isin his hand, and He will thoroughly parge | 
of humanity represented in bim—than the his floor and gather 

whole nation feels the throb of an awakening er; but the chaff will he burn with unquench- 
life. Who has not felt the great change of | able fire.” 

heart? There is a nobility and heroism! Be not alarmed at i a coat 
around us that was never Men/| of the traitors and of the North. 
that two 
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the wheat into his garn- 


men forgotten that there is a constitution of 
the universe? 

All that is not in harmony with that invio- 
lable instrument is sare to fail. Thetrue and 
loyal of this land have lately beeh 
thrilled with joy at that New Year's sun um 
der whose t 3,000,000 of mea were 
changed from slaves to prisoners of war. 
{Applause.} But still a million remain to 
witness that the constitution of the universe is 
still defied in our land. Can we succeed 
without them? Never! [Applause.] Those 
who are left in slavery were our 
lines to those set free. The negro in Peters- 
burg will wait till he reads the edict on the 
face of the negro at Norfolk. Meanwhile, to 
Tennessee is added the danger that it is the 
interest of every slave that rebellion shall 
triumph. And back of that the people know 
that it will not do to have peace until every 
slave is free. [Applause.} When our fath- 
_ — A Constitution there were 

’ . horrors are we 
them! What, then, shall we pens, ery 
million left, as seed to resow the with the 
saan baleful growth of sin, corruption and 
war! 

St. Medardus, as the legend runs, was ap- 
pointed to paint an altar piece for a great 
cathedral. In a vision he was shown the 
picture he must paint: it was the Holy Vir 
gin with Satan writhing under her feet. Night 
and day he worked on the picture until it was 
finished. Then, the fiend had painted in 
terrible contrast with the Virgin, appeared to 
hin and offered him every prize and glory 
that earth could give if he would mar, slight- 
ly, the face of the Virgin, so as to make her 
less attractive, and che some line of horror 
from the face of the fiend. Bat Medardus 
seized his pencil and added a tint of greater 
loveliness to the Virgin and an intenser ma- 
lignity to the fiend beneath her. feet. When 
Satan appeared to him again, and told him 
that unless he should change the picture he 
would visit him with a swift and terrible de- 
struction, the artist seized his pencil and gave 
another line of hate to the fiend, whilst to the 
Madonna he gave the last touch of perfection. 
The day came when, before the assembled 
crowd in the cathedral, the altar-piece was to 
be exhibited. When the veil was withdrawn, 
the fearful sweep of the arch-fiend’s wings 
was heard ; and, before all the people, Me- 
dardus, the artist, was borne aloft to the ex- 
treme height of the cathedral dome, then 
hurled violently down on the pavement. Con- 
sternation seized on all as Se hay there a mass 
of mangled flesh, when, lo! from the glorious 
a on the altar, which he had painted, a 
mand is extended; the Holy Virgin herself 
reaches forth and lifts him up—restored and 
saved by his own noble work. 

‘To America, in her own high vision of the 
Declaration of Independence, was shown the 
altar-piece which she must realize for thisnew 
world temple. Her holy mother is justice ; 
and this it was given her to show with the 
fiend oppression writhing under her feet. 
When the first sketch of the two had been 
made, the fiend did not fail to come and prom- 
ise power and wealth if justice should be 
dimmed, and oppression made more attrac- 
tive. But-two years ago our nation seized 
the pencil and gave a fresh testimony to jus- 
tice and a dark line to slavery. When op- 
pression came again and declared that unless 
America receded she should be visited with 
destruction, thank God, the artist failed not, 
but by the liberation of three millions, gavea 
fresh tint of glory to justice. [Applause,] 

And now we have the threat of the fiend 
again. Our officers in close confinement; 
every officer with a negro in his ranks to be 
shot. Every armed negro to be shot. 
This is the threat. What is the artist's 
reply? Let him give the highest glory to 
eternal justice, the virgin protector of Ameri- 
ca, by declaring the remaining million of 
slaves free also. Then let the fiend wreak 
his vengeance. The wondering world shall 
see that sacred justice, though called a vision, 
becomes, when followed, a matchless powor ; 
and, when the startled world cries, aha 
America, broken and destroyed for siding 
with justice, it shall see the everlasting arm 
extended from the altar, and a nation uplift- 
ed by its own work, restored, saved, as that 
must ever be saved which hamanity cannot 
spare. 


i 





BuytnG Appies or a Secrsn WomAn. A 
correspondent of the Chicago Evening Joura- 
al tells the following good story, relative to 
our troops trading with an Arkansas woman : 
‘Confederate money is the only thing that 
can be used here, except specie. ‘Green- 
backs’ wont go; the people think them worth 
less than the paper they are printed on. It 
is truly astonishing to see what confidence 
they have in their rebel shfnplasters. One 
morning, some of our soldiers went to the 
house of a wealthy citizen (rebel,) to 
chase apples. The lady replied that she 
would not take our money in payment, nor 
would she sell to ‘‘Fed.” This blocked the 
game, and the large pile of fine apples in the 
cellar remained untouched. But an i 
struck one of the boys, and he resolved to 
have some apples by strategy. The general 
had given orders that nothing in the houses 
should be molested ; hence strategy must be 
resorted to. One of the soldiers was stripped 
of his uniform and clothed in the secesh garb 


‘of ‘butternut.’ A small pile of confederate 


shinplasters in his pocket properly prepared 
him for the enterprise. Two soldiers with 
fixed bayonets, marched him to the kind 
lady’s house as a prisoner. The 

then told his tale of suffering, not only of 
himself, but of his com sary de ————. 
The good lad mpathiz ly with him, 
and pine A bushel of — for a os stare 
confederate shinplaster. The prisoner - 
ered the apples, and the guard marched him 
into camp. The strategy worked, and the 
boys are now doing a thriving business with 
fifty cent shinplasters, manufactured 
prisoners, to the complete conquest of the 
rebel apple pile. How long before the old 
lady will smell a rat is yet to be seen. 





Toruzs—A Previction.— The Wasb- 
ington (Pa.) Reporter, in his firstissue of the 
New Year, puts upon record for future ret- 
ference. the following prediction that, in com- 
ing , when peace is t > , 
Pn sod's blessing, and in spi 
of Locofocos, it will se men in the 
North, who, in this terrible crisis of the na- 
tion’s history, have uttered no word of en- 
couragement to the (Goverament—who have 
raised no voice in condemnation of the rebel- 
lion, but have denouneed the powers that be, 
and openly or covetly declared their sympa- 
thy with the South, will aver with cursing and 
swearing, that they sustained and supported 
the Government all the way through. Mark 
the prediction, and remember it! 

Tell an American boy of the present day 
that his grandfather was a tory in the revola- 
tionary times, and he will resent. the im- 
peachment with indignation. In our heraldry, 
the brand of toryism, like the bar of bastardy, 


is an ensign of dishonor, and it will be so 


hereafter. The tory fathers of to-day will 
i the to their posterity, and 
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thetevery dollar placed in our bands s 
taithfntly expended, and that no labor on the 
part ofithe officers of this Association shall be 
wanting. 

~ Contributions may be sent to George L. 
Stearns, Treasurer, which will from time 
to time be acknowledged in the Common- 


wealth. 
| Boston, January 20th, 1862. 
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GENERAL McCLELLAN ADVANCING, 


“When General Fremont was removed from 
the Department of Missouri, he was ordered 
to report at Washington, and started for that 
city by the most direct route. At Cincinnati, 
& very grand preparation had been made for 
his reception. The General was notified by 
the Committee,—of which the writer was one, 
—that they would be present with military, 
bands, &c., to receive him. When the train 
reached the city, General Fremont managed 
to get out of the train a hundred yards before 
it entered the depot, enter a hack, drive 
down an alley to a back street, and on to the 
Little Miami depot, whence he was soon on 
-his way East. Not more than two of the Com- 
mittee ever saw him. Such was his idea of 
what was becoming in an officer whose rela- 
tion toward his superiors was under a cloud. 
At Washington, he remained in his room, re- 
fused to appear on any public occasion though 
often solicited so to do, until he was appoint- 
ed to his command in Western Virginia. 

The splendors of the charge at Springfield, 
are not more in contrast with the mud 
and miasma of Chickahominy, than such be- 
havior ig with that wherewith McClellan has 
disgusted every true patriot since his igno- 
minious degradation from military command. 
He seems to have an idea that the people wish 
a general who can dine magnificently, and 
drive brilliantly in the streets of Northern 
cities. If he was slow in getting to York- 
town, surely he was fast enough in reaching 
York City. He could not take Richmond, 
but has he not captured Boston? Who would 
have thought that a hero who could only go 
South at the rate of a mile a week. could 
go North, at any conceivable rate, with col- 
ors all flying! 

Perhaps the idea that *‘ little "—very little 
** Mac,” and his friends have had in their 
minds all along is that his ‘‘ destiny,” ‘*‘ ca- 
reer,” as they call it, i¢ to presently captivate 
and prospectively capture Northern, and not 
Southern cities. Perhaps this trip is a free 
and easy reconnoisance of the fields of his fu- 
ture labors. dt is at any rate proved that he 
can make advances when he likes. 

In the crowd,—the most rowdyish and vul- 
gar we have ever seen—which stood before 
the Tremont House, on Monday afternoon, 
an individual despairing, as did many others, 
of getting near the door, yelled out to soine 
acquaintance whom he saw at one of the win- 
dows of the hotel, —‘‘ General McClellan 
should show himself to the crowd as a POLITI- 
CaL necessity.” It was said very earnestly 
and was zpplauded by those around him. It 
was evident that the wire-pullers thought that 
& wise politica] necessity would have kept the 
wretched little fellow out of sight as much as 
possible. But the shouting individual had 
spoken better than he knew. It was the 
whole of it, from Warrenton to Portland, if 
ft shall go that far, 2 political project only 
to get wp these ovations to aman who has 
won piaadets only from rebels in the South, 
end thew fawning staves im the North; aman 
whiew ieignitcsnece snd brazen falseness— 
aver more than bss thimble-full of brains can 
com prebend—hbave demoralized a great move- 
ment and brought the country far on the path 
of destruction. 

Perhaps he should not be judged so harshly. 
So little a man,—and it needs but a glance to 
disenchant the most enthusiastic,—is only one 
of the fantocini dragged on the political stage 
by.concealed hands. There is much more to 
rouse the indignation that some intelligent 
and well-meaning men should have joined in 
this disgracefuland disloyal exhibition. There 
were some stores closed which would not have 
been half so dishonored had they been smeared 
with pitch. That such men as Mayor Lin- 
cola, and others, should have con 
tributed to soil the bonor of the State, and 
city, is indeed mournful. It is to strengthen 
the arm whose blow is aimed at their country, 
and to mock her in the hour of bitterest ago- 
sy. On the other band we rejoice to learn 
tat some of the honered sons of Massachu- 

setts, on the highest judicial and legislative 
peats, when invited to mect him, peremptorily 
refused. 

The questions must frequently press on 
every eafhest mind: Is this country worthy 
to be caved? Has not the general corrup- 
tien through Slavery gone a step too far 
for the recuperative forces? Have we any 
civilization fit to be carried evea into the 
South? What man of honesty and sense 
would care to replace the same number of 
crowd which thronged about McClellan in 
Boston? Of what use to suppress the Rich- 
mond Sxeminer if we carry the Boston 
Courter “there? Are the democratic lick- 

‘plein the North ilret frm the rebel 
‘of the South in any agnse in. which the latter 
have not-the sapenierity? - Ii the North has 
no higher credentials that'she is now show- 


the~ 


“| ror. 


ing, she ii 
and will 1 

if ae ‘ 4 imo Sa’ wo 
the North to make a North whose civilization 


now show themselves. Let them stand forth, 
separate from the chaff which fills the streets ! 
‘Come out and be ye separate.” Let no 
true man dare touch the hand of McClellan— 
a hand red with the blood of the hundred 
thousand men his folly has slain. It is time 
also that the line separating sheep and goat 


every city, town, home and parlor, no less 
than throngh the whole land. Let no true 
man or woman own a friend who is the friend 
of Slavery. Our war is a moral, social, 
political war,—and when public enemies 
receive ovations in our streets it is time that 
the faithful and earnest shoulti become re- 
tractile and recognize the social conflict as 
already begun. The conventional minglings 
of friends and foes of the Republic in our 
midst, in parlors &c., is as false now as the 
fraternizations of Seward with Buchanan or 
the Southern Commissioners. We have, as 
citizens and honest men, our severest duty to 
perform; we must make such scenes as those 
on which we have commented as impossible 
in the various loyal communities as it would 
be to imitate the obscurity of the French 
Revolution, and bear a harlot through the 
streets crowned as the Goddess of Reason. 





THE POOR WHITES OF THE SOUTH. 
There is in the South, a dumb, degraded, 
crushed class, which will, in the end, rest 
upon the mind of the country with a far heay- 
ier weight than the slaves. There is a pro- 
found ignorance in the North concerning the 
class of poor whites there which constitutes 
three-fourths of the Southern army, ‘and 
whose interests are identified with the success 
of the Union cause even more, than those of 
the negroes. 

A long and familiar personal acquaintance 
with this class induces us to make a few state- 
ments concerning it. 

I. Their numbers. There is a popular 
theory that the greatness and prosperity of a 
people is in some way measurable by the in- 
crease of population. But this is a great er- 
It is the lowest and vilest things which 
spawn and swarm most; as flies, maggots, 
frogs and lice. In the lowest races we find 
swarming populations, as in China, Iceland, 
&c. The French writers have furnished cu- 
rious, statistics in this direction which show 
that a general diffusion of wealth and com- 
fort are the best reply to the apprehensions 
of Malthus. Toussenel says; ‘‘ Ask the pro- 
prietor of the ponds there; they will answer 
you that the ponds of Sologne, are so favora- 
ble to the growth of carps, that the rapid de- 
velopment of their size renders them barren, 
and that in order to preserve the breed, they 
are obliged to have ** ponds of misery,” where 
they keep carps for re-production. Being 
unable to get fat, these carps lay eggs, and 
have been baptized in Sologne with the sig- 
nificant name of (peinards) sufferers. Those 
households piled upon each other in the nar- 
row carperies of cities—those brats swarming 
in the nether parts of our own societies—are 
human peinards.” The poor whites‘of the 
South confirm this. They swarm. The old 
woman of the shoe is found in every nook of 
the South. Their floors are covered with 
squalid squalling children. 

2. Their social position. They are actually 
serfs in the worse sense of that term. The 
reader is doubtless familiar with the form of 
slavery in England, known as sweating; 
where a large manufacturing or tailoring es- 
tablishment taking a poor man into employ- 
ment on contract, advances him so much cap- 
ital on condition that he shall labor in pay- 
ment. The capitalist takes care to repeat the 
English national debt in miniature, that is, he 
constantly advances capital,—cssential to the 
'employment,—so that the laborer shall never 
| be out of his debt. There he must stay and 
work; he can go nowhere else for any offer 
of wages however inviting, for he is at the 
mercy of the capitalist who can, for the debt, 
throw him out of house and home, and into 
prison at any moment. Precisely this is the 
relation between the landowner of the South, 


all squatters on the rich man’s estate, and 
may be sent off as wanderers at any moment 
according to law. They have conditional 





jleg of each. The debt can never be paid, 
| The fearful increase of the family makes the 
jenslavement perpetual. They may even in 
certain cases be sold. 


8. Their occupation. They do the mean- 
est work at the South. It is on this account 
‘that the slave feels himself entitled to look 
| down upon the ‘‘ poor white trash,” who in 
turn never fail to exercise their own privilege 
as whites, of maltreating the negroes, espe- 
cially those who are free,—for whom there is 
less protection than for slaves. The slaves 
do the solid work of the South. Their abili- 
ties are greater, their habits better, and so 
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and toil; the wealth must pay its share in 
jmoney. Our Government has its foundation 











long a time that they may be regarded more 
than any other, as a brainless people, irrecov- 
erably lost. In the present war they have 
doubtless been of vast help to the rebels; for 
their only serious occupation is hunting, and 


are good marksmen when they are sober. 


{should be. xecognized. where it.is.drawn.in| Life has for them. too few charms, home too . 


few comforts, for them to be reluctant to die ; 
and to figly is in their line. 

Whilst this brutal mass ‘would be incompe- 
tent to understand any real issue in this war, 
nothing can be more idle than to suppose 
that they have any Unionists among them. 
Perhaps the only thing that they own as a 
conviction is a hatred of negroes ; and the cry 
that the North means to ‘‘make a nigger equal 
to a white man,” to enable the negro to vote 
at the polls by his side, &c., must long since 
have won every poor white to the rebel side, 
if any one of them could be supposed ever to 
have tried to think of the matter himself. 

It is when we think of Southern society as 
having in its midst this ever-growing mass of 
corruption, ignorance and brutality, that we 
feel how inevitably the Laws of the Universe, 
must sweep it on to the common dust hole of 
Creation. The whole mass of it is reared on 
human bondage and decay, and therefore it 
shakes and reels in the lightest breath of civ- 
ilization which touches it. It needs only a 
genuine touch, not a blow even, to destroy it : 
only let us break through the circle who are 
joined hand to hand areund it, to prevent 
that touch! 





LETTER FROM WASHINGTON 


General Hooker— Warning to Congress— Africo- 

American Soldiers—Foreign Intervention — Mc- 

Clellan and his New York Admirers—His Dis- 
graced Henchman; Fits John. 


WASHINGTON, JAN. 31st. 
Editors of Commonwealth: 


Hooker is incommand! And patriotic hearts 

thrill with joy! Mud, bad season, mortality,, 
loss of time, demoralization, such is the in- 
heritance left by McClellan, Halleck and Burn- 
side—such are the results prepared by the in- 
famous West Point and other muddy in- 
triguers in Washington, and in the army,— 
such is the inheritance transmitted to Hooker, 
by the cursed Administration procrastina- 
tions. In all military history there is seldom, 
if ever, a record of a commander receiving 
an army under such ominous circumstances. 
If Hooker succeeds, then his genius will as- 
tonish even his warmest friends. 
Caveant Senators and Representatives! can- 
not be too often hurléd into the ears of the 
people and of the Congressmen. The time 
runs lightning like—the 4th of March ap- 
proaches with comet-like velocity. If the 
tempest is not roaring, its signs are visible, 
and most of the helmsmen are blind or un- 
steady. Oh! could every move of the pen- 
dulums of the clocks of the Senate Chamber 
and the Representatives’ Hall, thunder-like 
repeat that caveant, transmitted by the pur- 
est and best. days of Rome! The Republi- 
cans and many of the war Democrats are faith- 
ful and true to the people and to its sacred 
cause ; but the names of the ‘‘ fillibustering ” 
traitors in both houses ought to be nailed to 
the gallows! 

The Africo-Americans ought to receive mil- 
itary organization and be armed. But it 
ought to be done instantly and without loss 
of time; it ought to be done earnestly, bold- 
ly, broadly; it ought to be done at once on 
all points and on the largest scale; it ought 
to be done here in Washington, under the eyes 
of the chief of the people; here in the heart 
of the country; here, so to speak, in the face 
of the slave-breeding Virginia, this most in- 
tense focus of treason; it ought to be done 
here, that the loyal freemen of Virginia's soil 


“be enabled to fight and crush the F. F. V's, 


the progeny of hell; it ought to be done here 
on every inch of soil covered with shattered 
shackles; and not partially on the outskirts, 
in the Carolinas and Louisiana. Stanton, 
alone, and Welles among the helmsmen, may 
be so inspired ; but alas, for the rest of the 





and the ‘‘ clayeater,” or ‘‘trash.” They are | crew. 


European winds bring Louis Napolepn’s 
opening speech, and the confession, that al- 
though once rebuked, he, the dissolute, the 


grants of soil, and the little patch of ground | profligate, wjth his corrosive breath still in- 


| becomes thenceforth a chain and ball on the | tends to pollute the virginity of our country ; 


‘because such is the indelible stain to any 
nation, to any people which accepts or submits 
| to any, even the most triendly, foreign medi- 
ation or arbitration. Never, never any great 
| nation or any self-respecting government, ac- 
cepted or submitted to any similar foreign 
interference. Of the peoples, nations and 
governments, which allowed such interference, 
some collapsed into degradation for a long 
time, only slowly recovering, like Spain, 
others, like Poland, disappeared. Those who 
Advocate such mediation unveil their weak- 
ness, thejr thorough ignorance of the world’s 
history and of the historic and political bear- 





pager af New York} by’ merchant of this city, 


almost their only property is, a gun. They. 


in the hearts of our poople. Loyalty, which 
was a sentiment under former administra- 
tions, is now become a principle of action; 
and when Abraham Lincoln calls on the peo- 
ple to stand by their Government woe to the 
man who falters, 

" It would be well to simplify the Govern- 
ment debt by reducing it as soon as possible 
to a stock, bearing —— rate of interest, and 
payable principal and interest, in gold, in 
——-years or at the pleasure of the Govern- 
ment. 


The following letter to the Assistant Treas- 


proposes a plan for preserving the currency 
from depreciation, and maintaining the credit 
of the Government, whichis worthy of consid- 
n. : 
; Boston, Feb. 5th, 1863. 
John J. Cisco Esq. Ass’t Treas. U. S. N. York; 
Dear Sir: 

If I correetly understand the 

financial reports of the New York Bankers 


for January, Ist. 1863, they establish these; The demand notes should be convertible into 
facts 


“ea | this stock at the pleasure of the holder, and the 
1. We had at that date seventy to one hun- | stock again convertible into demand notes 
dred millions dollars in coin more than on| Whenever the convenience of the possessor 
Jan. Ast., 1861. required such conversion. 

2. We had more coin in the Sub-treasury, Facility of reconversion will induce large 
and banks, in New York, than, at the same | investments in stock as often as there is a sur- 
date in any previous year, showing a sufficient | Plus of demand notes. S. 
quantity for all the business wants of our coun- 





‘PHYSIOGNOMICAL STUDIES. 
No. I. 
General McClellan. 

George B. McClellan's name came for the 
first time before the people of this country 
by its being associated with the last fillibus- 
tering expedition of Walker, ‘‘ the grey-eyed 
man of destiny,” and his narrow escape from 
death by hanging. 

Such high credentials could not escape the 
notice of Jefferson Davis, by whom McClel- 
lan was promoted in rank. 

By the same Jefferson Davis,—the U. S. 
Secretary of War,—he was sent to the Cri- 
mea to study the best means of fortifying Mo- 
bile and Sayannah. Of this he made a re- 
_port—et preeterea nihil. 

Then he left the army to get married. is 


3. New York, is the financial centre to 
which all the coin naturally flows, and the 
reversal of this rule is, exceptional, caused 
by a temporary derangement of the ex- 
changes. 

4. U.S. demand notes made a legal tender 
in payment of all debts due the Government, 
or individuals, and redeemable in gold, in the 
city of New York, will be better than specie 
everywhere except at the place of redemp- 
tion, and of equal value there. New York, 
is therefore, our resevoir, and in proportion 
as this is full or empty, financial operations 
will be conducted with ease, or difficulty. 

The problem to be solved is, how at the 
present time to keep an abundant supply in 
our reservoir, and thus enable the U. S. Gov- 


ernment to obtain what loans they need to | wife was a Miss Marcy, who now keeps the 
carry on the war, at a fair rate of interest. | 


| likenesses of anti-slavery generals (as Hun- 
We have tried to make loans at the market ter and Saxton) in her album, turned upside 


rates, but the response from individuals, and | down “ to insult them.” 
from the monied institutions of our country,! After this McClellan was engaged on West- 
has been entirely inadequate to the wants of! ern Railroads; was afraid to go over his 
our Government. An attempt to induce the | own bridges ; was hail fellow with all the 
bankers to substitute their circulation, secur- | pro-slavery Railroad-and-Telegraph set, and 
ed and unsecured, for one based on U.S. | Knights of the Golden Circle, in the West,— 
stocks, has signally failed. We have there-| their center being Cincinnati. 
fore but one resource left; U. S. demand) Through these, who brought their machin- 
notes made a legal tender. To them we must’ ations to bear in ten thousand ways on that 
again resort, in amounts adequate to the wants | natural fool, Gov. Dennison of Ohio, and on 
of the Government, or our financial opera-' Mr. Chase, McClellan was put in an import- 
tions are at a dead lock, and the Government | ant military command. 
temporarily bankrupt. Having thereforeno| Then he took a religious turn, and in Cin- 
other alternative let us see if we can issue the | cinnati oscillated between game-suppers and 
required amount without injury to the public | wrestlings in prayer with the excellent Dr. 
credit or to individual enterprise. : | Thompson, of the 2nd Presbyterian Church. 
Legal tender notes have these advantages ‘One of McClellan’s most enthusiastic friends, 
over loans. They save to the Government a! a Telegraph Superintendent of that city, said 
large annual interest, which payable in specie to me, ‘‘ We regard that praying business of 
at the present rates, amounts to ten per cent | Mac’s with old Thompson as the best joke of 
per annum. They are well adapted to the | the season.” 
wants of the people, and in time will become! Next we find ‘ Little Mac,” as he begins 
the exclusive currency of the nation, because 'to be called, encamped with an army division 
they are everywhere as good us the coin they | in Western Virginia. Here he imagines he 
represent,—a convertibility that cannot at- | has come to keep down some insurrection of 
tach to the circulation of any local institution. | blood-thirsty negroes, whom he admonishes 
They strengthen the ties that bind us to the ‘that he will put them down wjth an iron hand 
Government, for the whole nation will be in- if they stir. 
terested in their ultimate redemption. | As the negroes do not stir, he next seems 
The objections to these notes are, that they | to imagine that his encampment is of the 
tend to derange the business of the country by | Methodist sort, for religious purposes. It is 
a rapid depreciation of the entire paper curren- | a literal history, that can be testified to, that 
cy, and that by the consequent rise in prices ' once when the Secretary of War was very 
the Government pays; ten to forty per cent | busy, one or two persons being present in 
more than would be required on a specie! the War-Secretary’s room with him, his pri- 
basis, thus increasing the public debt in the | vate secretary entered to read him a dispatch 
same proportion. If therefore, we can issue | from General McClellan, then in West Vir- 
legal tender notes without materially increas- ginia. The dispatch read verbatim, as fol- 
ing the outlay of coin, we have attained all! lows: ‘The people of this place will furnish 
that is possible under the circumstances. To! the ground and the nails, if the government 
accomplish this, it is necessary that coin should ! wi] furnish the plank to build a house of wor- 
be abundant at our financial centre, and this | ship for the troops. What shall Ido2” ‘Tell 
can only be done by stopping the outflow. | him to go to hell!” growled the Secretary, 
How can this be done? Hallet & Co.'s finan-! and went on with his work. The private 
cial report for Jan. Ist. 1863, states the in- Secretary, being a more pious man, tele- 
flow of coin at New York, at $60,000,000. | graphed back to pious ‘‘ Little Mac,”—The 
The export at $59,000,000. If, therefore, we | Lord’s will be done. 
can retain one half of this, say, $30,000,000, Finding that we had a leading Cabinet Min- 
in this country, we have accomplished our ister who held that subjugation of the South 
purpose, and this can only be done by a for-' was contrary to the spirit of the country, and 
eign loan. ‘a General-in-Chief who did not wish to hurt 
I would, therefore, propose that the Gov- | Virginia, and a President who was, first of 
ernment send a c»mpetent agent to Europe ‘all, President of Kentucky, then of the other 
to negotiate a monthly loan of $3,000,000, | thirty-two States, Little Mac wormed his way 
payable in twelve months and secured by a | —that’s his way, he never does the bold thing, 





State endorsement if necessary. 
this purpose Massachusetts would endorse for ' the clouds of Bull Run, this little fellow pop- 
$5,000,000, and afterwards $15,000,000 ‘ped into his place. 


could be obtained from the other New Eng-! His next year may be summed up as bril- 





LETTER FROM SOUTH CAROLINA. 


Heapquarters Ist Ree’t S.C. Vols., ; 
Camp Saxton, Beaufort, S. C., Jan. 12, 63 


the masses, and see in him a possible point | 73,45, of the Commonwealth : 
sgninet Froedoes.:_the fuss it made over him) ayo, Sh ae 
because he did not hurt the South, because kel Promive-to 


sacrificed thousands of loyal wH1TE men rather | oot regimes semaine se Sy — - 
thane seb any Sank man free. |18 owing, not toa lack of very intergsting 


| matter to communicate, but, to the continued 


His physiognomy, then, is of great impor- | : ° 
tance. For with such aman the only limit of | ereies — rr alent every Se 
a faithful officer’s time. 


evil influence is pewer. Many a person see- | 








ing this carnival of Treason and Meanness_ nee eee eens 
|have supposed cases where army officers 

'iight be remiss in the performance of their 
‘duties, and I have therefore let you slide en- 
tirely, but don’t understand this remark as 
‘applying to the officers of this regiment. 
| They are men from Maine, New York, and 
Pennsylvania, who have done service in the 

ranks or a small remove above, and now 

bring into this particular service a thorough 
| practical knowledge of the details of military 
| life and labor. They are mostly young and 
ambitious men, whose active earnest effort 
shows to fine advantage already in the profi- 
j ciency acquired in drilling these few weeks 
jpast. It is only since the arrival of our no- 
ble Colonel Higginson that such a thing as a 

>continuous drill has been attempted, for be- 
| fore that the regiment was few in number and 
| imperfectly organized, and was at that early 
| day broken up and disturbed by active opera- 
tions along the coast. The. expedition to 
King’s Bay and St. Mary's, Fa., and Sapelo 
| River, Ga., during the latter part of October, 
and another to Doboy River, Ga., in No- 
|vember, which have been duly chronicled, 
were both entirely successful, and proved, 
| what was the only doubtful question regard- 
_ing this movement in the mind of many of its 
| friends, viz,—whether the blacks will stand 


during the past week, has been anxious to 
know what this ‘‘ Little Mac's” capacity for 
evil is. 


dividual with starred shoulder-straps, folded 
| arms, and a parabolic sweep of curved horse’s 
neck by his side. That is Mac,—done with 
| Napoleonic sauce. Study that picture. I 
ask your Common Sense what must be the 
calibre of a man who would be guilty of such 
attitudinizing ; and what the acumen of one 





agreat mar, to be scattered through the 
land? You may also look through the 
photograph stores and see various McClel- 
lans,—as there are Tom Thumbs—as Appollo, 
as Hercules, as Napoleon ;—here is the pro- 
found and moody, here the eager and anx- 
ious, slightly frowning, here the patient and 
long-suffering McClellan. Hence the first 
physiognomical fact about him,—there is not 
one line of reality in the face. On it is writ- 
ten, Ist, Sham, 2d, Pretense, 3d, Affectation. 

Another noticeable point of his face and 
head is the absence of ingenuity. His trick- 
ery is as transparent as that of the ostrich, 
which thinks it has concealed itself by con- 
cealing its head. My conviction is that the 





will never trust him to make.a move or say a 
| word of his own ; but will engage some shrewd 
fellow to fix up the tableaux. Perhaps Weed 
has gone off for that very place. 

If the reputations of the rebel generals ev- 
er have to rest upon their having outwitted 
one with a face so formed for blunder as this, 
they had best try to gather new laurels. 
This narrow, wretched brow, and deep-sunk 
nose, never belonged to strategist or man of 
skill in any department. 





| The eye indicates that the lack of power 
| of expression is only surpassed by the lack of 
anything demanding expression. 

| The mouth is weak and vacillating, with a 
| hidden lurking smile. 

| In the incidents of his life which we have 
| recorded there are two things of which-we 


jcannot discover the origin inthis face and 
\form. One is, that he should ever have thought 


| of being in the Army of Walker, or any other 


| army,—for the face is cowardly. The other is. - 


| that, having the ability to come within a few 
|miles of battle, (as he has proved in this war, ) 
ihe is not on the Confederate side instead of 
He certainly must have been, as the 
| story runs, rejected by them (they wanted 
‘real fighting men.) 


| ours. 


| His form is insignificant, stumpy, bow-leg- 
ged. His throat is thick andanimal. These 
| are surmounted by a smooth-face, whose fea- 

tures when not monotonous are deficient. In- 
‘deed, as a patriot, I could desire nothing 
| else than that this man should be compelled 
| to show his face and form to the American 
public. And I fancy there has been consid- 
| erable politic care taken that there shall be 
| as much parade and noise with as little actual 
‘revelation of the disenchanting person of 
| Mac as possible at the ovations. 

Whatever is to be apprehended from those 
|of whom this insignificant man is the mask, 
| there is none need be felt about him. He 
| has not the courage or face for a coup d’ etat. 


| He is not quick but dull; has no celerity of | 


|mind; no passion but the animal; nothing 
| that goes to make a formidable intriguer. As 
ia tool, he would be more passive than pliant. 
| Seymour would like a man of more tact. So 
|it is probable that after as much capital has 
_ been made as can be, Mac will be cast aside, 


You have doubtless, friend, seen in| 
the next shop window, the portrait of an in-| 


who would allow such attitudes, imitative of 


Democratic party, if it ever nominates him, | 


fire. Their officers are loud in the praise of 
| those men who participated in the fighting 
‘there, and certainly the best men now in the 
regiment are those who have come from Flor- 
lida since; therefore it would seem that our 
‘colonel was quite safe in assuming, in his 
| speech on New Year's day, to lay at the door 
| of the officers any disaster which may await 
“us, announcing his perfect reliance on the 
| bravery of the men. It is generally the case 
that men who say the least perform the most, 
that those having control of their tongues, 
their appetites, and their passions, are the 
best fitted to govern men and manage cam- 
|paigns. Judging our officers by this rule, 
there can be no doubt of their ability and 
worth. 


| ‘The public will never know, if told, and an 


hundred times reassured, it would not believe 


in, the monstrous aggregation of evils rivet- 


ed upon the country by whiskey. My heart 
sinks within me. when I find officers high 
in rank growing jolly, then base, and finally 
idiotic over their hquor; and I reflect that 
what I am observing is habitual to very, very 
many, both in the army and navy. To the 
‘credit of our officers let me say, drinking and 
profanity are not in their line, and though for 
| various periods of time up toa year anda 
half they have participated in all the various 
experiences of military life,—that kind of ex- 
_istence which more than any other blunts and 
| annihilates all the social and finer qualities of 
men,—they have come out of the fire unscath- 
_ed,—they are gentlemanly men and faithful 
officers. Iam the more careful to say this, 
| which I know, for the reason that I am in- 
‘formed that an imputation of mercenary mo- 
| tives actuating them to accept positions here, 
has been publicly attributed to them. Wher- 
ever they are known this seems very absurd, 
and to such as remember the rebel purpose 
to hang as fast as they catch them, it cannot 
seem less so. One of them said to me to- 
night that he had had no money from govern- 
ment in eight months past. He hoped for 
‘enough to buy! a suitable outfit before we 
should be called into any engagement, and 
then he would not care. He could live on 
| rations and wear coarse clothes as long as the 


government might require. 
| We now number a little more than seven 


sufficient deposit of United States bonds with ' good or bad—up, so that when the reigning | 
(I think for | star sank behind a horizon of obesity, amid | 


land States.) The endorsement of the States Jiant reviews of an idle army of over 200,000 | 





would give European capitalists confidence 


jin our ability and determination to pay at 


| 


maturity of the loan. Withthe authority to 
draw bills on London for $3,000,000 per 
month, you can control the foreign ex- 
change market, and through it the price of 
| gold. Exchange on London could be forced 
down to 20 or 25 per cent. and the outflow of 
gold thus stopped would soon bring coin to 
a corresponding price. It may require 
another million per month to do this, but I 
think not. 





men. 

| His next half year may be summed up as 
‘the depletion, exhaustion, and demoraliza- 
tion of that army by every folly, failure, de- 
lay and mismanagement, which could come 
of the superfetation of Cowardice upon Stu- 
pidity, or Treachery. 


Having buried 60,000 men in the swamps | 


of the Chickahomany, he comes up to Wash- 
ington, where his command is naturally with- 
drawn; whereupon he persuades several offi- 
‘cers,—among them the now decapitate Fitz 


the poor whites are set to do the most menial | ings of the words, mediation, and arbitration ; 
work. They are often the slave-whippers | and to crown all, these advocates bring to 
an occupation they much delight in; they! market their imbecility. 
raise and cook dinners, &c., sent into the} So Gen. McClellan's services to the rebel- 
field to slaves; their women sew for slaves. | lion, are acknowledged by the gift of a splen- 
But there is really very little for them to do;| did mansion situated in New York, in the 
they are generally doing nothing, and are in| social sewer of American society. The donors, 
this eminently successful. | are the shavers from Wall Street, individuals 
4. Their habits. These are worse than| Who coin money from the blood, and from the 
those of any other class of people we have | misfortunes of the people, and who by high 
seen or heard of. In a region called White rents, mercilessly crush the poor; who sacri- 
Oak, in Stafford County, a few miles this side fice nothing for the sacred cause ; who, if they 
of Fredericksburg, we have gone from house put their names as voluntary contributors of 
to house to the extent of a dozen, and found | trifle for the war, thousand and thousand 
man and wife and sometimes children ina! times recover that trifle which they ostenta- 
istate of beastly drunkenness. Rows and | tiously throw to gull the good-natured public 
fights in which the whole housefull engage, are | opinion; not to speak of those so numerous 
normal. They drink perpetually the lowest among the McClellanites, who openly or se- 
} kind of liquor, their one name for which jis! ¢retly are in mental communion with treason 
'«* rot-gut.” We have seen their long proces- and rebellion. Naturally all this gang, hon- 
| sion of carts following each other out of town, | OTs its hero. 
{sometimes driverless, at others driven by | McClellan's pedestal is built of the corpses 
| some little boy or girl, a man and wife lving of hundreds of thousands butchered by his 
| drunk in each. Licentiousness of all kinds, generalship, poisoned in the Chickahomiay, 
prevails among them, also. , and decimated by diseases. His trophies are 
&::sBqontinn dtl Religion; -Otthess they.| the wooden guns from Centreville and Masas- 
of course, have none. The nearestapproach ' sas; and the sentinel for eternity by this 
to them is that some Methodist or Baptist Monument is to be the, too leniently punish- 
preacher has an appointment somewhere in ¢d, Fitz John Porter. The records of mili- 





to this there may be some rude kind of Sun- | scarcely contain any action similar to that of 
day school attached. Once in a collection of this Porter on the fatedday of August 29th, 
some twelve families we found but one single | 1862." Blood will forever mark, and Gehen- 
. person who could read; this was a little girl, 0a’s fire for eternity will burn this name, of a 
of thirteen who was looked up to by all as a; faithless, heartless soldier, who betrayed the 
wonder on a¢count of her accomplishment,—! trust of his country and of his fellow-soldiers ; 
which we found, she had acquired by attend- | who coldly, stood by and fiendishly looked at 
ing a Sunday school to which she had been in| their heroic death struggle. And this Porter, 
the habit of walking twice a moath, five miles ie complimented and sympathized with; and 
each way. re ey: ARON ys some among the American Senators fell to the 





their neighborhood, about once a month, and | tary history of all times and of all nations, — 


| Do you say we cannot obtain a loan | John Porter,—to get up an outery among the 
jin Europe. I reply it will do you no soldiers, and thereby frighten the President 
harm to try. English capitalists are always’ into his reappointment. Instead of shooting 
| Open to the inducements of a high rate of in- ‘the whole concern, the President is frightened 
| terest. Witness the Mexican, South Ameri- 
can, and Spanish loans.. The inducements to 
| grant this loan are much greater, for the’ 
present rate of exchange on London, 70 per 
; cent. will soon put an end to the import of 
| foreign merchandise to the extent necessary 
|for the restoration of the balance of trade. 
‘Perhaps it may be better to issue the de- 
/mand notes and allow the natural forces of | 
‘trade to work out their proper results. | 
' Therefore, in the decision of this question, | 
the foreign merchant and banker must take — 
‘into the account the depression of their man- 
ufactures and the corresponding stimulus to 
| ours, and whether by present aid they should 
| stimulate our foreign commerce, or by throw- 
ling us On our own resources render us inde- 
' pendent of the rest of the world. Thus it is 
‘evident this loan will be as beneficial to the ’ 
foreigner as to us, for he is equally interested 
‘in the permanent and reliable value of our 
lcurrency. It is not the high rate, but the 
‘fluctuations in the rate of exchange that de-' 


stroys commerce. 
To the United States Government the sav- | afflicted the world far less than by setting out 


ing will be equal, per annum, to the entire | from the end of his criminal career to become 
; i ; i I a saint that he inaugurat- 
, amount of the loan required, say seven per a saint. it was as agu 
|ceat. per annum on $500,000,000 demand ed Jesuitism. d 

| notes, which under this arrangement can be | McClellan, transported in ornamented cars, 


and yields. 
Mountain, fights a few brigades and routs 
them, (having double their number, ) then, 
instead of pursuing them, eats supper and 
sleeps, losing twelve hours. Meanwhile reb- 
els pick their own ground at Antietam; Mc- 
Clellan engages them, and is so crippled that 
the whole army, yesterday in his power, 
eludes him and returns with much spoil and 
12,000 prisoners to Virginia. 

McClellan is removed. 

The last and most disgraceful chapter of 
this biography is that this man, with the 
blood of 100,000 men staining his skirts ; 
with an army demoralized by him left 
behind; with a nation around him which his 
mismanagement has robbed of $300,000,000, 
giving them not one victory,—not one hervic 
deed,—not one thing to be proud of in return, 
should actually dare to face the nation, in- 
stead of hiding his face in the folds of pitch- 
dark night. Carlyle says the great error of 
Loyola after his crimes was that he did not 


leasity kept afloat, $35,000,000, besides «| received by Edward Everett and others who 


saving i its supplies. To! wear Slavery’s brass collars around their 
rae ain ncaa cs rains estes BBIALOn; Tales as well as we do, as 
restrict the amount of Government loans, as! well as the boys in'the streets do, that he is 
well as the rates of interest, for the wealth of | honored for a political object by those who 
the country must pay this debt, principal ind tknow well that hb is 4 military failure. There 


a 





McClellan goes up to, South | 


agree quietly to be damned. Ife wouldhave | 


\if the people have not been over-deceived. 


We have in this sketch scrutinized McClel- of officers, with applicants’ enotgh to supply 
‘lan entirely as a public man, and a Pretender. | 


| é another regiment at short notice. The va- 
sisters oe. conlt aare seen and known | rious suggestions, therefore, which hereabouts 
| him in private life, fulfilling some obscure ,4k¢ the form of rumor, and further north 
sphere with honer, pes might have traced j,ecome subjects for Congressional discussion, 
See ot hh et er |i oval ming Har my ba) 
: give privates half, and officers double that of 
| occultation, by reason of the shadow of his i}. regular pay, are manifestly absurd, and 
| great and fatal Falseness. ‘could only result in strengthening the rebel 
purpose to treat us when taken with marked 
Gen. Banks’ ADMINISTRATION IN New distinction, and the hunker purpose to growl 
Orteans. The New Orleans correspondent and block the wheels. 
of the Boston Journal in a recent letter al-| We have a neat, regular camp, second to 
ludes to the revival, by Gen. Banks, of the but one in the town in its appearance, finely 
ancient system of governing in New Orleans |ocated on the river’s bank, four miles from 
/ under the slaveholders’ laws, as follows: | Beaufort, and in view of the boats that pass 


‘« The old State laws respecting persons of continually to and from Hilton Head. The 
color, bond or free, being in the streets at, only cause of complaint with us, (common 
night, appears in a fair way of being revived throughout this region, Hilton Head being 
|in this city, as on Wednesday ‘ae last ‘the deepest in,) is sand and dust. If there 
/some six hundred persons who chanced to , Bp 3 ifts like Se ea 
| be in the street after eight o’clock were ar- '5 wind it drifts like snow, serving 
rested and placed in the calaboose. Many mind us of how the fences now appear, or 
,of them were free persons of color, respect- more properly have disappeared in New Eng- 
| , ore dons | oe , 
\euinea 46 = the night we Chea The om lad.n If it is calm, the cloud of dust raised 
|riotous soldiers, and mayhap felons. The battalion drill is 80 dense that one can not 
exemption of certain parishes in this State’ see half down the line. It, and the damp- 
from the application of the President’s proc- yess of the night air, which is very noticea- 
a. = dificalte, and berths ble in this locality, cause numerous pulimona- 

reate som > som- ; 

f edi : = \ py affects be the 
manding general in an embarrassing posi- "Y *fections, which have grown to 
tion.” most serious cases of sickness on our list. 

Gen. Banks's milk-and-water-conciliation “The men are uniformed in cheap red pants, 
ie ; cio > whi , .) but 
| policy in place of the energetic rule of Gen. (of which we hope “— have — — o 

Butler, seems to be causing a good deal of With this exception like ay a cians ; 
| trouble in the rowdy #ecesh city of New Or- They look well, behave and drill admirably. 
The sooner Gen. Butler returns, and One of several officers from town, observing 
bit 2 battalion drill, remarked aside: ‘ I don’t 


” i, 
| for the enemies of the country, the better it meth but they do as well - we do, oo ve 
_will be for the Union people of the city and sidering the time spent in each case, he migh 
ithe Union cause of the country. in justice have said far more for them. 

: Our colonel, having witnessed a review a 


few days since, came back saying he should 
ELection oF Senator tn New York.— regret to have his officers commit the blunders 
Ex-Governor Morgan, was chosen by the he had observed. Those officers who have 
New York Legislature, on the first ballot on j,,<tily asserted that he is only a literary 
Tuesday last, to the U. S. Senate, for six gnq on inilitary man can now compare notes 
years from the 4th of March next. The Fer- and change their views as quickly as they 
nando Wood set, tried to defeat the election .joose. Any persons, too, who don’t know 
by a motion to adjourn the House of Assem- jim Lut would like to learn, have only to ask 
bly without going into convention with the 4p, opinion of an officer under him. One of” 

Senate. Speaker Callicott, refused to enter- the captains said to-day, ‘* I would rather re- 
tain the motion, and thus their scheme was’ tain my present position in this regiment, and 
see active service under Col. Higginson for a 
year to come, than myself to have command 


Gen. Seysorr, or 8. C.—Gen. Seymour of a regiment, if that were possible.” I 
2EN. © > i Re 4 9 z : , . 
of South Carolina, likes to have solid ground promised tapes yor facts. Rese he 
under his feet. From a private letter we sions of opinion and sentimen may seem 


‘Jearn, that he sometimes tests his sentries in- to be such, but, please note, they go far to 
| cog, and lately dismissed one whom he had establish the fact that we have crate the 
| managed to tempt with a bottle of whiskey ranks, and a real true man to couiman ae » 
to admit him without the password, and pro- | and further that we are not ingensibie o 

| moted another, who had proved incorrupti- both facts. ; 

| ble against all temptations. All the leaders} The Colonel allowed the fires in company 
| in that department, are united om the Eman- | streets to burn all night, and dispensed with 
| pation polity, and are convinced that “* strat-|taps, allowing the men to sit up as late as 
egic and moral laws harmosize.” they chosé, both on Christmas and New 


‘hundred privates, and have a full complement 





| leans. 
| carries with him his taught rein and curb- 


| wim — —o- 


defeated. 
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rights 
of a free -people-was-unjust, and the fruit of 
-Abg.exil paysions of, the. North, . In the pro- 


of the war these evil passions have been 
) ‘a people—a le whe 

oer 
whose intolerance produced. discord 
and trouble wherever they went—who perse- 
Oy and e oe? 

er sect j ibe to'their bigote 
and sombldld Sobemet ws ‘hung witches, 
and did a thousand other things calculatcd to 


rever in us. | The ent 
sheath 


ration that dnder no 
he consent to reunfon.” 
a * * * 

‘He aittided briefly to his desire to transfer 
the war upon Northern'soil, but the failure 
to dg this proceeded ‘not from a want of in- 

* Upon his return to Richmond, on the 6th 
of January, the rebel president was called 
out by a serenade, and Major Wood intro- 

it to the audience, saying: ‘‘ Fellow 
citizens, let me introduce to you the Presi- 
dent of the United States—the Confederate 
States—I ask pardon.” [Laughter.] 

Jeff. Davis said—‘‘ Friends and fellow cit- 
izens: Of the title as corrected, I am proud 
—the other I would scorn to bold.” [Ap- 


* s * * a 


Xou have shown yourselvesin no respectto 
bed rate sons of your fathers. You 
have fought mighty battles, and your deeds 
of valor willl live among the richest spoils of 
Time's a It is, true you havea 

._ cause which binds you together more firmly 
than your fathers were. They fought to be 
free from the usurpations of the British 
Crown, but they fought against a manly foe. 
You fight a the offscouring of the earth. 


Meee 
en who were bound to you by the com- 
pact which their fathers and themselves had 
entered into to secure to you the rights and 
principles not only guaranteed by the Declar- 
ation of Independence, but mghts which Vir- 
inia wisely and plainly reserved in her rec- 
ognition of the government in which she took 
& part, now come to you with their hands 
ree ta in blood, robbing the widow, destroy- 
ing houses, seizing the gray-haired father and 
inearcerating him iu prison because he will 
not be a traitor to the principles of his fathers, 
and the land that gave him birth.” 
2 * * * * 

‘* THEY HAVE COME TO DISTURB YOUR 80- 
CIAL ORGANIZATIONS on the plea that it is a 
a iin necessity. For what are they wag- 
ing war? Jhey,say to preserve the Union. 
Can they preserve the Union by destroying 
the social existence of a portion of the South? 
Do they hope to reconstruct the Union by 
striking at everything which is dear to men? 
By showing themselves so utterly disgraced 
that IF THE QUESTION WAS PROPOSED 10 YOU 
WHETHER YOU WOULD COMBINE WITH HYE- 
NaS OR YANKEES, I TRUST EVERY VIRGINIAN 
WOULD SAY, GIVE ME THE HYENAS;” [Cries 
of ‘**Good! good !” and epee: 

The Richmond Despatch of Jan. 10, in 
reply to the peace proposals the peace-at-any- 

rice Democrats made by Brooks of the New 
York Express, says: 

‘*Mr. Brooks appears to be in earnest in 
these extravagant propositions, strange as it 
may appear to any man who has _ possession 
of his senses, for, upon the occasion of pre- 
senting them he made a long speech, and ex- 

ressed himself confident of their success. 
Are the Northern people all natural-born 
fools, or are they only stricken with that ju- 
dicial madness which we are told the gods al- 
ways inflict apon the victims of their wrath 
preparatory totheirruin? Can they suppose 
that the South are as gall-lcss and as lily- 
livered as themselves, and that they are wil- 
ling, for mere considerations of interest, to 
forget the unheard-of outrages under which 
they have suffered during the war? Can 
they believe them capable of so soon bury- 
ing in oblivion all that they have done and 
all that they have suffered ? 

* * a * * 

If the whole Yankee race should fall down 
in the dust to-morrow and pray us to be their 
masters, we would spurn them even as slaves. 
Our only wish is to be separated from them 
finally and forever—never to sce the face of 
one of them again—never to hear the voice 
of another Yankee on the south side of the 
Potomac or the north—to have no traflic and 
no intercourse of any description whatever 
with them. We are fighting for separation, 
and we will have it, if it costs the life of ev- 
ery man in the Confederate States. 

They leok only to their pockets when they 
preach of reconciliation and restoration. Ii 
the same object could be effected by entirely 
destroying the people of the Southern States, 
and they thought it as easy to do, they would 
recommend it as the best of all possible poli- 

. ‘Let them be satisfied, however.’ Presi- 
dent Davis expressed the sentiments of the 
entire Confederacy in his speech the other 
night, when he said the people would 
sooner white with a nation of hyenas than 
with the detestable and detested Yankee na- 
tion. Anything but that. English coloniza- 
tion, French vassalage, Russian serfdom, all, 
all are preferable to any association with the 
Yankees.” 


In the Senate of the Rebel Congress on 
the 26th of January, 


The pending question was the resolution 
introduced by Mr. Crockett of Kentucky, 
with reference to the conditions on which 
peace should be negotiated. 

Some desultory debate occurred. Mr. 
Foote of Tennessee indicated the claims and 
interest which Maryland would have in such 
&@ negotiation, as the faith of Congress had 
beea a that peace should not be con- 
without securing to her a free election 
of what her position should be. He ex- 
‘pressed continued faith in the loyalty and pa- 
triotism of the people of -Maryland, and 

ht that no move prejudice should attach 
to the position of this State than to that of 
Kentucky and Missouri. He ridiculed the 
idea of a Border Confederacy. He was not 
in favor of political sod a with 
the States of North-West. He had been 
misrepresented in this respect. He was in 
favor of a military | e, offensive and de- 
fensive, with any of the North-Western States 
would lay down her arms, and he would 
assist and protect such State against the pow- 
er of the Lincoln Government. He thought 
that by proper influences and methods the 
North-West could be disjoined from New 
and the Middle States in this war in 

less sixty days. 

Feote’s Peace Proposition. 


The following joint resolutions were of- 
fered by Mr. Foote, and referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affaire ; 

Khe people of the Confederate States of Amer- 
ica’ Reving, in the progress of the pending war, 
most clearly demonstrated their ability to main- 
tain by arms the claimi to separate independence, 
which they have heretofore asserted before the 


world; and being inflex resolved never to 
inqui rite they are mie 


i ion to the 


| we hold in especial respect and veneration—to 


hey toa bring the sanguinary étruggle to a 
close, thay be. made’ known, the Congress of the / 
on States df America do resolve as fol- 
OWES. os Hit od? ls warnseg od jaoess 

1. “ There is no of reconstructing what 
rrts'forrently Enbwalea the Fedeti\ Cita, to 
Lavhich the people of the Confederate States will 


dent; Wall and: Parker of New Jersey are in 
accord with McClellan, who meditates fearful 
ever consent. . Wrongs too grevious and. multi- ome a - Rear ey, a 
i wl ; as nm; the North-West is ripe tor 
a cae gr ee and ope ‘olution pr aarti are in mutiny and only 


our most cherished ts, by a united North, | ©" ; é 
since this meetin een Bt wieked war | Waiting the time of payment to disband, - 
commencerl; a majority of the people of the back home and hang every Lincolnite on the 
Northern States have too evidently shown them- | continent. ee 
selves to be utterly incapable of self-government This is the substance of the charming 1m- 
and unmindful of all the fundamental principles | provisations of the latest runners of the Po- 
upon which alone Republican institutions can be! tomac blockade. They are plausible, be- 
maintained. They have too long submitted | cause—singular and inexpicable coincidence! 
patiently to Ps iron a _ pa — — Yankee peaneener®. just received b rn ad 
iom that the world . , have li , inserted de 
known; for too long. period of time they Snebuuaahnte valckobedeecorrebaeelben. 
have openly and unblushingly sympathized with Qld wonieiin-bresehes, whb to up and 
‘the lawless and feréeious miscreants who-have! ioyn the streets of Richmond, believe these 
been sent into the bosom of the unoffending . : . A ; 
Rests th aati tad : plood of our most | Stories and circulate them far and wide, with 
, nae la adey ‘additions borrowed from their own credulity 
and lack of common sense. 


valued citizens—to pollute and desecrate all that . 

The President pays no attention to them, 
his mind, according to the Sanders dispatch- 
es, being absorbed in efforts to repair the 
disasters to the Kentucky campaign by ‘‘ new 
combinations” and old Generals. But Jeru- 
salem swallows them all. r : 
Happily, the people have a number of solid 
facts to steady them, and are in no danger of 
being carried away by the whirlwind of fie- 
tion. 

They know that several thousand prisoners 
have been taken at Arkansas Post, and infer 
that the President will have to resort to ‘‘new 
combinations” in the matter of retaliation, 
for the enemy have more of our officers than 
we have of theirs. The fali of Arkansas Post 
leaves Little Rock open to McClernand.. The 
loss of the State Capital may rouse General 
Holmes from his stupor, but it remains to be 
seen by what strategy he will bring together 
Hindman, Raids and Parsons, and thus pre- 
vent them from Leing cut off in detail. 

In Tennessee, Bragg, with an overworked 
army, is confronting Rosecrans, who is being 
re-enforced with all the recruits from the 
camps of instruction in Illinois, Indiana, and 
Ohio. A report is abroad that Gen. Johnston 
has returned to Tallahassee and taken com- 
mand in person of Bragg’s army. We trust 
the report may be true, but even Johnston 
will need all his skill to cope with the enor- 
mous columns of Rosecrans, unless his com- 
mand is strengthened. The telegraph this 
morning brings us tidings of formidable move- 
ments in North Carolina, and the enemy 
claims to have crossed the Rappahannoc 
preparatory to another battle at Fredericks- 
urg. ° 


rob us of our property—to expel us from our 
homes, and wantonly to devastate our country— 
to allow even of the possibility of our ever sgain 
consenting to hold the least politieal connection 
with. those who have #0 cruelly outraged our 
sensibilities and so profoundly dishonored them- 
selves, and in association with whom we feel 
that we could not expect that freedom which we 
love, that self-respeetwhich we. are determined 
ever to cultivate, and the esteem and sympathy 
of civilized and Christian‘nations. 

2. “ While the Confederate States of America 
are not at all responsible for the existiig war, 
and have been at all times ready to participate in 
such arrangements as would be best suited to 
bring it to a close, ina manner consistent with 
their own safety and honor, they could not sield 
their consent to an armistice of a single day or 
hour, so Jong as the incendiary proclamation of 
the atrocious monster now bearing rule in Wash- 
i-gton City shall remain unrevoked ; nor could 
the Government of said Confederete States agree 
to negotiate at all in regard to a suspension of 
hostilities, except upon the basis of a formal and 
unconditional recognition of their independence. 
3. Whenever the friends of peace in the North 
shall grow strong enough to constrain Abraham 
ra tlt his flayitious Cabinet to withdraw 
said Proclamatian, and propose an armistice upon 
the basis aforesaid, the government of the Confed- 
erate States will he ready to accede to said propo- 
sition of armistice with a view to the settlement 
of all existing difficuldes. 

4. Should peace be at any time brought about, 
the Confederate States of America would freely 
consent to the formation of a just and mutually 
advantageous commercial treaty with all the States 
now constituting the United States, except New 
England—with whose eon and in whose igno- 
ble love of gold and brutifying fanaticism, this 


diszracetul war has mainly originated ; in consid- 
eration of which fact the people of the Confeder- 
ate States of America are firmly and deliberately 
resolved to have no intercourse whatever hereaf- 
ter, either direct or indirect, political, commercial, 
or social, under any circumstances which could 
be possibly imagined to exist, with said States of 
New England, or the people therein resident. 

5. The Government of the Confederate States, 
in consideration of the change in public sentiment 
which has occurred in several of the Northern 
States, wherein political elections have been re- 
cently held—sympathizing most kindly with those 
by whose manly exertions that change has been 
brought about—would be willing to conclude a 
just and honorable peace with any one or more of 
said States who (renouncing all political connect 
ion with New England) may be found willing to 
stipulate for desisting at once from the further 
prosecution of the war against the South, and in 
such case the government of the Confedergte 
States would he willing to enter into a league, of- 
fensive and defensive, with the States thus desist- 
ing, of a permanent and enduring character. 

6. The government of the Confederate States 
is now willing, as it has heretofore repeatedly 
avowed itself to be, whenever the States bordering 
upon the Mississippi river, or any of them, shall 
have declared their inclinati. n to withdraw from 
the farther prosecution of the war upon the South, 
(which, could it be successful, would only have 
the effect of destroying their own best market) to 
guarantee to them, in the most effectual and satis- 
factory manner, the peaceful and uninterrupted 
navigation of the said Mississippi river and its 
tributaries, and to opento them at once the mar- 
kets of the South, greatly enhanced in value to 
them as they would be by the permanent exclu- 
sion of all articles of New England growth or 
manufacture. 

7. The course of practical neutrality in regard 
to the pending war heretofore pursued by the 
States and Territories west of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, has afforded the highest gratification to the 
people of the Confederate States of America; 
and it is hoped that the day is not far distant 
when said States and Territories, consulting their 
own obvious safety and fatare welfare, will with- 
draw from all political connection with a govern- 
ment which has, heretofere, been a source of con- 
tinual oppression to them; and witen said States 
and territories, asserting their separate independ- 
ence, shall appropriate to themselves the manifold 
advantages sure to result from such a movement 
among which may be reckoned, Ist. Relief from 
grievous and cxhausting tariff regulations now 
being rigidly enforced. 2d. Relief from all the 
discredit resulting inevitably from the prosecution 
of the present unjust and unauthorized war. sd. 
Relief from the pressure of a despotism the most 
heartless and atrocious ever yet established. 4th. 
Relief from the crushing weight of taxation une- 
voidably growing cutof the war. 5th. ‘The ex 
clusive use and enjoyment of ali the rich mincral 
lands stretching along the slope of the Pacific. 
6th. Free trade with all the nations of the earth, 
and a future maritime growth and power that has 
no parallel; and lastly, 2 monopoly of the trade 
of the Pacific Ocean. 

8. Resolved, That the President be respect- 
fully requested, if he shall approve these resolu- 
tions, to canse them to be promulgated ard trans- 
mitted to the States of the North by such means 
as he shall deem most judicious; and that he ac- 
company them, if he shall think it advisable, with 
such an address or proclamation, expository of 
the matters embodied therein, as he ‘shall judge 
most suitable and proper 

Mr. Foote sustained the resolution in a speech 
of characteristic power. The resolutions passed, 
without debate, to the Committee on Eoreign Af- 
fairs. 


The Peace Rumors in the South. 


The following article from the Richmond 
Examiner, a sort of anti-Jeff Davis organ, is 
important as showing the constant efforts 
which are made by the secesh-sympathizers in 
the North, to keep up a treasonable corres- 
pondence with the rebels, and sustain the 
courage of rebeldom by sending them assur- 
ances of a sympathy with them in the North, 
which will compel the Federal Government 
to surrender to secession. 


In ancient times it was the habit of Eastern 
despots to slay incontinently every bearer of 
despatches. Some sad apprehension seems 
to possess the minds of those doubtful gentle- 
men who are constantly slipping across the 
Potomac at dead of night, and coming to 
Richmond for the patriotic purpose of espous- 
ing the Confederate cause, not by the vulgar 
method of joining the army, but by the far 
manlier plan of dodging into the office of the 
Quartermaster-General or Chief Commissary. 

Notwithstanding the fervent piety and in- 
exhaustible clemency of our beloved Chief 
| Magistrate, these *‘night wandering weazels” 
| appears to have a horror of imparting to him 
}anything that might in the least discompose 
| his meditations. 

During the past weck the arrivals from 
Washington, Baltimore and New York, have 
|been unusually abundant. Every traveller 
| on the underground railroad has brought the 
'most cheering imfelligence, and, strange to 
| relate, each new comer confirms the story of 
| his predecessor. 
| Collusion being impossible, and sinister 
‘designs out of the question, these Blockaded 
‘Nights Entertainmengs have been readily 
| caught up, believed, and disseminated in this 





; |ineredulous city. Peace by the first of June 
‘is the very least that is i 


promised us by these 
| trans-Potomae story tellers. It is whispered 
| that ex-Goy. Pralt has written an astounding 
‘letter to the President. The distinguished 
jname of Carrol is given as authority for the 
|most encouraging views, and the outspoken 
| avowals of the trustworthy Robert J. Walker 
| are quoted, and altogether an array of names 
‘and of facts is made, such as to prodace con- 
viction im the mind of the most .** doubting 
Thomas " among us that the end of the war is 


‘| at hand. 


We are ‘told that the Yankee finances are 
in inextricable confusion—that Chase is in a 


These facts show that the sensationists 
from Washington and Baltimore, when they 
tell us of peace within ninety days, are but 
so many Gullivers and Munchausens, who, 
would be kicked back to Washington by any 
Government less gullible than our own. The 
Yankee army now in the field is very large. 
It will be made to fight. When it is whipped, 
and well whipped, then, and not till then, we 
may begin to think of the possibility of peace. 





AFFAIRS AT NASHVILLE. 


Lieniency to Rebels—Conduct of Secesh Women— 
Pandemonium of War. 


We extract the following from a letter from 
a resident of Nashville, written on the 11th 
of January, and published in the Salem Reg- 
ister. 


‘Tt is now eight dalys since Murfreesboro 
fell, and we are still perfectly ignorant as to 
the amount of killed and wounded. All our 
officers fallen into the hands of the rebels have 
been put in close confinement. We have 
served theirs the same sauce. 

‘For five days their private soldiers were 
kept at our Capitol and over our Market- 
House, which places were thronged all day 
long by traitor women with dainties of all 
kinds for these murderers of our men. They 
went so far as to send things in bundles and 
baskets up through the windows by lines 
made of blankets and other parts of clothing, 
under the very noses of the military guard. 
I saw this with my own eyes, And while Gov. 
Johnson was sitting in his room at the Capi- 
tol, these she traitors were voasting to the 
guard that *‘every drop of blood in their 
veins was for Treason.” A committee of one 
Councilman and one Alderman called on 
try and have this stopped, and were refused 
admittance.—At night, the second day, in 
consequence of threats of a mob being raised 
to stop it, the captain of the guard was in- 
duced to go to Gen, Mitchell’s quarters, and 
on his return the thing was partially stopped. 

Just think of it! the fields of Murfreesboro 
covered with our dead and dying, and these 
men, their murderers, fed on every luxury 
our city could afford, and cheered on in their 
mad career by these she vipers, telling them 
to hold up their heads, fight them again, &c, 
or passing by and waving their handkerchiefs, 
kissing their hands to them, and in every pos- 
sible way, showing their defiance not only of 
law but almost of modesty ! So deep has trea- 
son entered the soul of these Nashville Hec- 
ates. I wish Ben Butler were here for their 
sakes as well as ours. 

Thus far the matter in Nashville has been 
perfect Tom Foolery, We have had General 
Orders and Proclamations without number, 
but they are, and have been a dead letter. 
The biggest she rebel in our place has been 
able heretofore to get a pass from Nash- 
ville easier than I could. have sometimes 
stood at Gen. Mitchell’s door two entire days 
and then been compelled to leave without ob- 
taining an audience. Others have been kept 
out longer, and we the Union men of Nash- 
ville feel that we have been very illy treated 
here, and that the Federal officers don’t care 
a groat for any thing but themselves. We 
have not a straw’s weight here, and as for the 
refugees from other sections of our State, 
they, unless able to pay their own way, suffer 
very much, and feel that Patriotism has a 
hard lot in this part of the world. 

By the way, speaking of the women, many 
of them have been searched at the outer lines. 
In one case, Miss M. had twelve pairs of 
cotton cards under her crinoline, worth ten 
dollars per pair in Secessia, and on jumping 
out of the carryall two pairs of dragoon’s 
boots broke from their fastenings around her 
waist and fellto the ground. Another had 
160 ounces of quinine, worth sixty dollars 
per ounce in Dixie, & stocking knitter, and 
other not small matters. It is really fabu- 
lous, the amount of goods these creatures 
have been caught with under their dunnage. 
Poor old Rachel was a fool to them. She 
only hid her father’s household gods by sit- 
ting on them, but these creatures can hide a 
drug store or dry goods, clerk and all, though 
perhaps they would be shy of Rachel's ex- 
cuse. They have one advantage over her, 
however—the crinoline—which, by the way, 
was unknown in the days of Jacob's pilgrim- 
age. ‘The fact is, no woman should be al- 
lowed to pass outside of Nashville. There 
is no need of it, and it should be stopped. 
In one instance, on Miss J.’s person, were 
found sixty letters to Confederates in Bragg's 
army; in others more or less—and how on 
earth, this being the case, do our army oflic- 
ers expect to plan any secret movement? 
Our city is full of designing women—what 
won't such do to attain an end desired? Our 
streets and hotels are thronged with young, 
and in many cases dissipated, officers—what 
won't some such stoop to to possess a fine 
woman ? 

The footprints of war are dark with every 
crime ; its stains will require an age of peace 
and repentance to wipe them out—our youth, 
many of them, lost forever; our women here, 
hke Satan of old, ‘‘running to and tro on 
and their mission like his to make ruin run 
wild over the fairest heritage of God. Sure- 
ly darkness is in the land, and gross darkness 
on our people. The wrath of God is on us 
—who can abide it? Where and when will 
this warend! ‘‘ The rage is not to the swift, 
nor the battle to the strong,” therefore, let 
us put our trust in the Lord, and do good, 
that our days may be long in this land of our 
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GENERAL MCCLELLAN AND THE DEFENSE 
2 Pt OF WASHINGTON. 
Important Letter from. Major-Gen. Hitchcock. 
__ The following letter by Major-Gen. E. A. 
i , Advising-General of the War De- 
partment, was called out by an crroneous 
and inaccurate publication of the testimon 
iven by him before the McDowell Court of 


uiry : 
To the Editor of the Daily Chronicle : 

Sm: The NV. Y. Times of yesterday con- 
tains what was designed to be received by 
the public as a report of my testimony before | 
the McDowell Court, now in session in this | 
city, but it is so full of errors and inaccura- 
cies of all sorts, misplacements of whole pas- 
sages, and in one material particular directly 
reversing my statement, that I beg to request 
that you will afford space in your columns for 
an accurate publication of that testimony, to- 
gether with the documents exhibited with it, 
which can doubtless be had at the Court- 
room. 

If my testimony was worth publishing at 
all, it ought to have been published as I gave 
it. It was the duty of the Court to deter- 
mine the questions I should be called upon 
to answer, and mine only to state the truth, 
as sworn to. The court asked my opinion 
touching the responsibilities in case of a dis- 
obedience of orders by Gen. McClellan, in 
not leaving for the security of Washington 
the force designated by the four commanders 
of the four army corps composing the Army 
of the Potomac. 

In answering this question, I placed the 
responsibility where military law and army 
usage has always placed it—with the officer 
who, as was assumed in the question, had diso- 
beyed the order—to wit, with Gen. McClel- 
lan and not with the President, who, in mak- 
ing good his original order, by the detention 
of a part of McDowell’s corps in front of, 
Washington, merely took a necessary step to | 
repair a mischief committed by Gen. McClel- | 
lan himself, in not attending to the order of | 
the 8th of March, which was reiterated | 
through the Secretary of War on the 13th of | 
the same month. 

In the Times report of my testimony, this | 
portion of it is inverted, and I am put for- | 
ward—lI am bound to suppose by accident— | 
as placing the pent 





ty with the Presi- | 
dent, and not with Gen. McClellan. 
My opinion was, and was so stated to! 
the Court, that Gen. McClellan, in disobey- | 
ing the orders of the President, took upon | 
himself the responsibility for, all the conse- | 
—— that might follow such disobe@ience. | 
This is a plain military principle which every | 
soldier understands. | 
I will add here that Gen. McClellan's pro- 
per course, under the orders of the President, 
was first to obey the orders pnnctually and 
pe and then to consider whether he | 
ad suflicient force left for the execution of | 
his plan of going to Richmond via Yorktown | 
and the Peninsula. If not, he should have | 
reported to the President before starting on | 
his expedition. If, in that case, the Presi- | 
dent had required him to proceed in the exe- 
cution of his plans, all the world would have | 
laced the responsibility at the door of the | 
-resident. Gen. McClellan did not do this. | 
He commenced his expedition ‘‘ neglecting” 
the point so ‘‘explicitly” ordered by the— 
President, and put a ie part of his| 
_force in motion for the Isthmus before the | 
| President knew of that ‘‘ neglect,” and thus 
took upon himself the entire responsibility 
for all that followed. 
A brilliant success has often protected an, 
officer from the penalty aflixed by law—see | 
the 9th Article of War—to the disobedience | 
of orders; but it will be a new feature in| 
military history, when failure, resulting from | 
a departure of plans and orders, shail be vis- | 
.ited upon the superior, whose plan was not | 
followed, and whose orders were ‘*neglect- | 
ed.” —- Respectfully, &e., . 
E. A. HITCHCOCK. | 

Washington City, D. C., Jan. 21,1863. | 
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THE INSTITUTION OF SLAVERY. | 


God has decreed that this institution shall | 
come toanend. The advocates for its exten- | 
sion and perpetuation are the instruments to 
produce its destruction. Their judgments , 





¢ | were perverted and their understanding cloud- | 


Yjing up of the roads, the dar 


“ $HE DISMISSAL OF GEN. PORTER. 

The damaging testimony to Gen. Por- 
ter cae, ee of Gen, Mc.Dowell. Capt. 
Drake, Dekay, who was with Porter during 
the eventful ¢risis, having been sent as a 
guide on the road, and Capt. Douglas Pope, 
an aid of Gen. Pope, who was also with Por- 
ter, and was probably the person whe brought 
to Porter one or more of the orders which he 
disobeyed. 

Gen. McClellan and others testified favor- 
ably to Porter, the substance of their testimo- 
ny being to Gen Porter’s general fidelity and 
ability, and some of them assuming that he 
could not move as ordered owing to the block- 
’ ess of the 
night, &. 

Gen. McDowell was asked: 

Please state the ground on which you form- 
ed the opinion that if the accused had attack- 
ed the nght wing of the rebels, as he was or- 
dered, the battle would have been decisive in 
our favor? 

And replied : 

Because, on the evening of that day, I 
thought the result was decidedly in our favor, 
as it was. But admitting that it was nearly 
equally balanced, I think, and thoaght, that 
if the corps of Gen. Porter, reputed one of 
the best, if not the best, in the service, con- 
sisting of between twenty and thirty regi- 
ments, aud some eight batteries, had been 


, added to the efforts made by the others, the 


result would have been in our favor very de- 
eidedly. 

Question. Was there anything beside mere 
advantage in numbers from which that result 
would have followed ? 

Answer. And position. 

Question. What particular advantage in 
position was there ? 

Answer. The position in which that force 
would have been applied, while the main body 
was so hotly engaged in front, would have 
been an additions! powerlul reason for so 
sup a 3 

The following passage in the examination 
of Gen. McDowell would seem to show that 
Porter was anxious to do anything but fight. 

Question. You have said that the accused 
made an observation to you which showed 
that he was satisfied that the enemy was in 
his immediate front. Will you state what 
that observation was ? 

A. Ido not know that I can repeat it ex- 
actly, and I do not know that the accused 
meant exactly what the remark might seem to 
imply, The observation was to this effect: 
(Putting his hand in the direction of the dust 
rising above the tops of the trees,)—‘* We 
cannot go in there anywhere, without getting 
into a fight.” 

Q. What reply did you make to that re- 
mark ? : 

A. I think to this effect—‘*That is what 
we came here for.” 

Again, McDowell testified : 

Q. What would probably have been the 
effect upon the fortunes of that battle, if, be- 


‘tween five and six o’clock in the afternoon, 
| Gen. Porter, with his whole force, had thrown 
himself upon the right wing of the enemy, as 
directed in this order of 4. 30 p- m. of the 


29th of August, which has been read to you ? 

A. Is it a mere opinion that you ask ? 

Q. Yessir. 

A. I think it would have been decisive in 
our favor. 

Capt. Douglass Pope, aid-de camp, testi- 
fied t 


a part of Porter's corps bad their arms stacked. 
Brigadier General Roberts was asked : 
In view of what the army had accomplished 


during the battle of the day, in the absence | 


of Gen. Porter's command, what do you sup- 
pose would have been the result upon the for- 
tunes of the battle, if Gen. Porter had attack- 
ed, as ordered by the order of'4.30 P. M. 
either on the right flank or the rear of the 
enemy ? 

And replied : 

I do not doubt at all that it wonld have re- 
sulted in the defeat if not the capture of the 
main army of the confederates that were in 
the field at that time. 

Captain Drake DeKay testified positively 
that Gen. Porter made no aftempt at all to 
obey an order from Pope to move at once to 
the front and report to him in person; but 
that he slept all night, and only began to 
move, and that with no evidence of haste, 


the next morning ; Capt. DeKay having beens 


ordered to remain with General Porter as 
a guide on the road. 

Gen. Pope then stated,the consequence of 
Porter's failure to attack : 

Late in the afternoon of the 29th, perhaps 


ed through its influence, so as to lead to the | toward half-past five or six o’clock—about 
rebellion against the authority of the govern- | the time that I hoped that Gen. Porter would 
ment. ‘They could neither bé placated or in- | be in his position and assaulting the enemy 
timidated. ‘The sufferings they have experi- | © the flank—and when General McDowell 
enced, the lives which have been sacrificed, | had himself arrived with his corps on the field 
and the hardships they have endured, do not | of battle, I directed an attack to be made onthe 
tend to turn them aside from their mad_pur- | left of the enemy's line which was handsomely 
|pose. The proclamation of the President, | done by Heintzelman’s corps and Re bo scorps. 
| setting forth that all the slaves should be| lhe enemy, was driven back in all directions, 
emancipated in all States in rebellion on the | 4nd left a large part of the ground, with his 
Ist of January, was treated with contempt, dead and wonnded upon it, in ouf posession. 





the earth and walking up and down in it,” | 


and recent propositions for a return to their | 
allegiance have been rejected with scorn. | 
Their hearts have been hardened, as was that | 
of old Pharaoh, in order to work out the pur- | 
poses of Almighty God. The people of the | 
loyal States were not prepared br emancipa- | 
tion when the war began, or at least the au- | 
thorities fancied they were not, for they vain- 
ly strove to save both the Union and slavery, 
and repeated reverses, great loss of life and 
vast expenditure of money were necessary 
to remove the scales from their eyes and com- | 
pel a discharge of duty to humanity. It is | 
in vain to war against the purposes of Om- | 
nipotence. Whenit was decreed that the | 
children of Israel should leave their Egyptian | 
task-masters, resistance was followed by sut- | 
ferings, by plagues, by death of the first-born | 
in every house, and finally by destruction of | 
horsemen and chariots in the Red Sea. Al- 
though there may not be any direct inter-| 
ference by God in our affairs, He neverthe- | 
less controls and influences actions and events. | 
Ey systems have within them the seeds of 
dissolution, and will work out their own re- 
moval, either peaceably or violently. Those | 
who stand in the way will be thrust aside or | 
crushed into atoms. Our government cannot | 
save slavery and live. The attempt to do it 
has been most disastrous, and perseverance 
in it would have insured its own destruction. | 
The rebellion will end with the extirpation | 
of slavery. Any arrangement or compro- | 
mise suspending hostilities without such end | 
having been obtained, would certainly be fol- | 
lowed, at no distant day, by a renewal of the 
conflict. The people might yield a blind and | 
passive obedience to the demands of the slave 
power; they might nationalize it, making it | 
lawful everywhere, but it would continue to | 
become more and more exacting until the work- 
ing-men should rise up and seize the monster by 
the throat and pcan it to death, even if they 
should perish together in the dreadful em- 
brace. There can be no permanent peace 
only through the destruction of slavery.— | 
Wilmington (Del.) Republican. 





Tue Inpiax Fuenps.—Mrs. Swisshelm, in 
her lecture upon the Minnesota Indians and | 
|their attrocities during the recent outbreak, | 
| states that some of the corpses of the whites 
‘had sticks thrust through them, others had | 
| their hands and ears cut off. Several infants 
| were nailed to the sides of houses with their 
| feet upwards, and thus left to die. After 
‘murdering all the adults in the house, in some | 
|instances the small children were put in an 

oven, a fire built, and they were left to burn 

to death. Eight were locked intoa small 

‘room and left to starve. According to her 

| accounts, the massaere was one of the most | 
| bloody that has occurred since the settlement 
| of the country. 

t 








| AN aSTontsHep Irismman. A tavern- 
keeper out West had recently fixed up a. 
shower-bath in ope of his rooms. One eve- 
ning an Irishman happening to be drinking, 
with some frieuds, rose up for the purpose | 
of ringing for more li . Looking round | 
the room for the bell-rope, his eye the | 
rope attached to the shower-bath. ** By St. 
Patrick!” said he, ‘‘ I've found the bell-rope 


strong pull. In an instant he was 
to the skin, and almost frantic with rage, to 
‘the no small amusement of his companions. 





-| them. 
| those assembled, the volume of voice reach- 


'**Go down, Moses,” (keeping 


at last! He seized the cord and gs eita ee eat ee 
‘pur master, (pointing to Dr- Nichols.) for be 
is the master of us 


Had Gen. Porter fallen upon the flank of the 
enemy, as it was hoped, at any time up to 
eight o'clock that night, it is my firm convic- 
tion that we should have destroyed the army 
of Jackson. 





From the Washington Star. 

THE PROCLAMATION AMONG THE CONTRA- 
BANDS ON THE FIRST OF JANUARY. 
How it was Received—Speeches— Prayers, &c. 

About noon yesterday the contrabands— 
men, women, and children—gathered in large 
numbers in front of Superintendent Nichols’ 
office, at the camp, and engaged in a variety 
of exercises appropriate to the day and to 
their condition. 

They were first taught a musical compo- 
sition called ‘‘ The Negro Boatman’s Song,” 
and, with that aptitude for learning music by 
ear peculiar to this people, were able to give 
the air and a considerable portion ot the 
words as well, after a single repetition to 
It was then sung with great effect by 


ing many squares from the camp. 
After this an old man struck up in a clear 


and powerful voice, ‘I’m a Free Man Now; 


pany gradually joining in, and before the close 


the whole assemblage was singing in chorus. 


An old colored woman then took up the 


‘theme, and raised their so popular hymn, 


time . with 


'head, hand, and foot,) which piece was sung 


with a fervor that indicated that there may be 
truth in what has been intimated, that this 
piece is the negro Marseillaise or National 
(if not revloutionary) Hymn. . 

It was quite evident through the exercises 


‘of the day and night that the negroes regard 


the condition of the Israelites in Egypt as 
typical of their own condition in slavery, and 
the allusions to Moses, Pharoah, the Egyp- 
tian task-masters, and the unbappy condition 
of the captive Israelites were continuous ; 


‘and any reference to the triumphant escape of 
ithe Israelites across the Red Sea, and the 


destruction of their pursuing masters, was 
certain to bring out a strong ‘‘Amen.” 

An old colored preacher, who displays 
many of the most marked peculiarities of his 
race, calling himself **John de Baptis,” and 
known as such by his companions from his 


‘habit of always taking his text. as he ex- 


presses it, from the *‘regulations ob de 2d 
chapter of Matthew, an7 in those days came 
John de Baptis,” came forward, and taking 
his usual text, went on to show the necessity 
of following good advice, and rebuked his 
hearers for being more lawless than they Were 
in Dixie. 

A woman then sang a song composed for 
the occasion, commencing ‘“Lhere will be no 


‘more task-masters,” the others joing in the 
| chorus. 


A Virginia contraband spoke of the procia- 


mation: “‘I hear the groans of my people, | 


and I will come down and deliver them.” 
“‘You know,” said he, how it was in Dixie, 
when you worked all day without giving sat- 
isfaction. Ihave worked by the month for 


six months since [ left Dixie, and the money | 


is all my own; and,” he added triumphaatly, 
“rl po eddicate my children. But, breth- 
i ‘don't be too free. The 
to heaven. Don't lean on 


now. You must de- 


at he was near Gen. Porter while an | 
aetion was goiug on within plain ear shot, and | 


he : | 
| Jesus Christ has made me Free!” the com- 


| 


| previous night, and 


' 


| 


(pend on yourselves, and be honest—work.” 
_ They closed the afternoon services by 
sing ‘“‘There’s a better day a coming,” and 
other “‘breaking songs,” as they term them. 

_During the recess, the different families 
visited and congratulated each other on the | 
aes of the freedom granted by the proc- | 

mation, and the hope of soon seeing their | 
friends in the South enjoying the same bless- 
ings as themselves, 

About 4 o’clock a stand was erected in 
front of the office, on which was placed | 
quantities of pies, cakes, apples and toys do- | 
nated by some benevolent parties; and they | 
were distributed by Miss Patton, a piece of | 
oe Pg apple and toy being given to each 
c . 





Reading the Proclamation. 


At 7 o'clock in the evening a bell-man was | 
sent the rounds of the contraband quarters | 
summoning the people to assemble at their , 
chapel to hear the President's Proclamation 
read. They answered the summons, coming 
in droves from the various cabins surround- 
ing the quadrangular space, and the building 
was soon closely packed. It will accommo- 
date comfortably perhaps three hundred per- 
sons, but held quite evidently very many 
more than this number last night. Two 
lamps suspended from the low roof and a can- 
dle or two upon a rafter shed a ‘dim relig-| 
ious light” through the room and upon the 
dusky grotesquely clad forms therein. 

Prior to the appearance of Dr. Nichols, the | 
assemblage engaged in singing a ‘‘hime,” as 
they termed it, of indefinite length, and | 
which, indeed, seemed to have expansive 
qualities suited to any occasion, or the 
amount of time requisite to be occupied. It 
was ‘‘lined out” by ‘‘John de Baptis.” He 
seemed to be the recognized leader of the con- 
trabands in their religious exercises, and al- 
together a good deal of a character. He 1s, 
perhaps, sixty years of age, with rugged fea- 
tures, not unintelligent, grizzled leuk. and a 
somewhat martial bearing from his erect car- 
riage and the military overcoat worn by him. 
The hymn, or ‘thime,” was sung in full cho | 
/rus, the women, who were mostly congre- | 
|gated by themselves, keeping time by that, 
| wide-swaying motion familiar to those who | 
|have witnessed a negro camp-meeting, and | 
ithe venerable leader as he sung, extending | 
| his arms over the crowd in a sort of wild en- | 
| thusiasm. 

‘‘Brother Uenry Smith” was then called | 
|upon to lead in prayer, and that individual, 
| kneeling on the floor, raised a voice of such | 

musical mellowness as a Mario or Brignoli | 
‘might covet, and thanked God for his good- | 
‘ness tothem. ‘‘We ’seech thee,” said he ‘‘to | 
|’member de Union army, support dem on de 
right and left to carry on thy work. Go be- | 


' 
' 








ing, it would be ungrateful for them not to 
testify. 

Wm. Beverly (contraband) rose on his feet 
and raised a hymn (the usual preface to a 
speech among these people) and then pro- 
ceeded to say that they were ‘*’sembled 
in a good purpose. It was good to-have free 
life for this world as well as after death. Let 
every one consider the words of the chief 
President about freedom. It was God, the 
President and the Union that had deliveréd 
them. Nothing could be done without God. 
When de war broke out I ‘member well how old 
massa talked. He used to ask us about Mr. 
Linkin, and say before he got to Washington 
they (the rebels) would destroy the city. All 


| the time when the fighting was going on, I pray 


for the success of the Union arms. They used 
to tell that the rebels had the victory, and 
that Yankees had only done us harm, but I 
wish and hope. I trusted in de Lord, and 
believed that de Union army would prevail. 
God was with his suffering people, for they 
were suffering, hardly having enough to eat. 
Had kind of ‘seetful overseers, who come to 
us and ask if we wanted to be free, and if we 
say yes, he go to massa and massa whip us. 
He say, ** Billy, if de Union people come dey 
take all de meat out of the meathouse.” 
Bliged to tell him story. Bliged to tell him 
didn’t want to be free, and would fight the 
Union soljers if dey cum. God Almighty 
knew how ‘twas with me. God Almighty 
knew I had to tell story or get whipped. 
When young massa in the rebel army cum 
home he speak to me and say that the rebels 
was drove away, and I say I glad to see him, 
but all the time I druther seen him dead than 
alive, and said to myself ‘‘ Thank God for so 
much.” Thank God our sufferins all dun 
away. Hancuffs, beatins all dun away ! Never 
part from children again and don't kno if ever 


| meet again. 


Henry Smith was then called on, and being 
a little backward, at the suggestion of John 


| de Baptis’ a hymn was sung to raise his spir- 


its, afler which, Henry said: ‘‘ When a slave 
we’s alraid to speak Mr. Linkin’s name. Get 
an Fr Two of my children was sent South. 
But | had faith in God and the Union army. 
Sorrow down to the bottom of my heart when 
Union soljers defeated; but had faith in the 
Lord. Knew if he had sent the Union army 
he would cause ‘em to triumph. When the army 
come cross at Fredericksburg had my family, 
with seven children and ox-team, to come 
over. Couldn't get across; lost my steers ; 
but trusted in de i Nailed some planks 
togedder; made a raft, put a tub on the raft, 
put three of my little children in; called out 
to Union sentry not to shoot, and fetch them 
children cross to their mudder. Went back 
five times, and fetch my family all over, thank 
the Lord. When the secesh ask me which 


fore dem like a burning lamp. ‘Member de 
| President, de sea sailors and lan trabbelers ; 
|’member me, de meanest of dem all. Write 
|us a ticket, and gib us free admission in 
|heaben. Amen.” 

During the delivery of the prayer there 
| were frequent responses, and these increased 
|in earnestness and continuity as the evening 
| wore on. They were peculiar and striking, 
/commencing (usually with the women) ina 


army I like the best, I say, ‘the army that 
treats me best.’ Made up mind live or die, 
to cum over. Had to leave everything I had 
i behind, but knew that the great 1 Am who 
| gave me all, would give me more. Left four 
feather-beds and a hog that weighed 300. My 
| wife tho’t she’d have to go down souf, but 
'bress God she’s here. I feel like working 
| now, cause if I geta cent or two its my own.” 


_sort of humming murmur, like bees swarming, | At the suggestion of John de Baptis they 
©: | **dropped a hime,” and Robert Peyton, a 


! : . . 
and gradually increasing in volume and range | : 3 
till embracing the whole audience and filling |"? nearly blind, spoke. The Lord, he sxid, 
ithe room. As thus.—as nearly as can be | 2@d been good and kind. In Virginia we 
| ; . red that God would show his miraculous 
represented on »r—* M-m-m m-m-m m-m-  PFayee © “F 
F api M py | works, like he showed to Moses and the ¢hil- 


|m m-m-m ah! m-m-m-m, ah! m-m-m-m, ah! pages . 

| Whether or not this is some provincial | = af erg iy me yg = — 

style of Amen, response, or applause, pecu- |) 5 oo if ps o aire nas ‘ates * 

liar to the country localities from which these se ay ked God sat dhe Hs ws Aoi : 

people come, the writer is not aware. h tg ee 

As the congregation regained their feet ““*"°: : 2 ‘ 

' ‘John de Baptis” endorsed the brother who John de Baptis,—‘* We have got de victory 

' ober deati.” 


had just prayed as ‘‘a deacon of our church 
at Fredericksburg, much thoughted of by bof; George Payne, a tall, good-looking contra- 
band, from Loudon county, Va., said that 


'white and culled, and well-bestowed. He 

| was deacon of all de color and a full-breasted his wife and children were living away from 

'member, and jus cum to camp.” his master’s place, and he described the cru- 
elty practiced towards her. Many a time had 


| John again led off singing ‘‘Hark from de 
‘tomb a doleful soun’.” On its conclusion sev- | she been compelled to drop her child in his 
arms, while he set in sorrow and tears, and 


,eral persons commenced to talk, and John 
called out, sharply, ‘‘Stop dat talkin’ ober run to attend the child of her mistress. He 
|dar. Dem dat coughs can’t stop de coughin’, | would say that his master was kind, giving 
| but dem dat talks can stop de talkin’.” him the use of a horse every Saturday to ride 
| « John in reply to our question stated that he fifteen miles to see his wife; but when he 
| had been here three weeks, and ‘dat he cum reached them it was enough to melt the heart 
from ’bout twelve miles ‘low Fredericksburg, | to see them: the children naked and almost 
towards Richmond.” | without food. Many and many nights he had 
| Dr. Nichols, the superintendent, now made | set up till twelve o'clock making the basket 
| his way to the center of the room, and said he | and broom, in order to get money to keep his 
|supposed they had all come to hear Presi-| family from suffering. He had heard that his 
{dent Lincoln’s proclamation, which he was wife and children had been sold by the mas- 
‘about to read. He remarked that it didn’t | ter; and if he ever met him again he would 
‘free all the slaves. It only freed the slaves! kill him or getthem. He grieved to think of 
‘in rebel States. It would not have freed any his children. 
if all the States had elected members of Con-| — }Jis heart had thumped when the proclama- 
igress. All States and parts of States which | tion was being read, wondering if Loudon 
had elected Eepregesessa er: and were in al-| was included. Thanks be to God Loudon is 
jlegiance to the Government were exempt. ' free! Bless that man they call Mr. Lincoln 
His hearers were all interested, for they and | for such a glorious proclamation, They could 
| their children were made free to the latest! remember many days when they went to the 
generation. é : | field with little or nothing to eat. [‘‘ John 
| Dr. Nichols then called for silence in the | de Baptis"—** Salt herring from the brine 
|room, and proceeded to read slowly and | tub.”] For two-thirds of the year they had 
|clearly, and giving runaing explanations as not had enough to eat. : 
jhe read that all might uaderstand. Thus he! When they commenced to thrash wheat, and 
explained to them in just what portions of the | jt was found that the hog which had been 
| seceded States the emancipation proclama- | killed was spoilt, it was said the negro would 
| Won was operative. : | be glad to eat it, and it would be dealt out to 
| Considerable interest was manifested when | y,_ As for wheat bread, sugar would come 
ihe stated that any of them who came from | before it. But when the mold got to be an 
North Carolina were free, but on his enumer- | jnch thick on the bread they would deal it 
jating the different portions of Virginia in oyt. They never let us cat what we sowed 
| which freedom was declared, the excitement) jn the field. Ain’t I glad! No more whip- 
| was great in the assemblage, and as county | ping; no more hand-cuffing; no more dog- 
|by county was named exclamations sprang | Liter no more selling to Georgia; no 
| from all quarters of the room, such as ‘*Dat’s | nore selling wives; no more gettin’ shut of 
;me!” ‘‘Dar’s whar I’se cum from!” ‘‘Bress | our child, for we are free! I mean to preshi- 
God for dat,” &c., &c. ate this freedom while I live.” Let us join 
They could tell, he said, by this proclama- jand in band, and heart in heart, in giving 
ition, who were free and who not. If the por- | thanks for this blessed thing. 
‘tion of the country from which they came was) Richmond will be taken for God had said 
‘not in rebellion and excepted by the a6 it. [‘*M-m-m, ah! m-m-m-m, ah!”] Let 
|lamation, they were held just as the Mary- | ys Gt on the field of battle while there is 
‘land slaves. [Cries from all arts of the | breath in our bodies. Blessed be God we are 
|house, ‘‘I am free.” [John de Baptist—Hol | now standing under the protection of the Uni- 
jon, he aint got through.] They could now ted States. God put it in the heart of the 
| work for themselves, and he advised them not President to make us freemen, and | am now 
|to ask too much; begin with low wages, and | ready to fight for that freedom. I shall fight 
| work up gradually, which was the best plan. for myself, and earn my own money. 
;Let the people see that they were needed. ‘The assemblage then sang a ‘* breaking 
| They were now like white men, and if called | song,” and dispersed. 
}on would have to shoulder the musket like | : 
| them. 
IIe then asked thata prayer be offered for | 
| Abraham Lincoln, in whose heart God had 
| put it to do this work. 
Wm. Beverly (contraband) then led in 
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It is said that the —— of the declara- 

tions made by part of the seponye gate a 
aed 7g Sait TRESS. ration now in Washington to the President, 

ie nig baad ggg 9 fs that the radicals, as they are called, are 

‘thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. | ag oe ns ee re hed a 

| Prosper the work to be done in this land and | 'P© Wat, It convince leedacaie _ 

| country, and aid us by thy inflictible hand. something, a — cs a ee = aged 

Let thy blessing rest on everything belong- | oso Sg «the aa ageing pis ing 2 
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ing to the United States President who has pp raaphecaiea ae a way they say it has for the 


| bestowed such giftson us this night. We | past two years they think the country has had 


were bound as slaves. Chains on our sage (shoud ancdahet it. 


| We have seen our people bound in chains anc : All tha 2 
ater IE: too. t the radicals 

‘carried away. Some got mothers in foreign | We think so Ml that 

: ‘s fathers in foreign >" want and ever have wanted, is that the war 

}countries. Some got fathers in foreign coun | shall be carried on in earnest, and with a view 


‘tries. Bless the President, Jesus! Lay) - : See et 
“oh he es - ; the rebellion by military foree, 
| down with him this night, I pra to conquermg ) ry 


God; rise in . 
: “oh hi . Shag e maiegie and in the speediest and most summary man- 
| : eidear’ e or ee pc hg view —— ‘ner possible. They care nothing for Slavery 
| wherever it may be. God Almighty go with 


‘nor for the negroes, one way or the other— 
our people ; lead us alone in this dark, how!l- except only that they shall not stand in the 
‘ing wilderness. . Make us good, + @ pray | 


way of sappreseny Ps pees restor- 
ifor our friends who are still in the South. |'"6 the Union. managers SOPOrt« 
| Jesus stan’ by dem. Lord be wid dem in de 
/most particular manner. Lord Almighty | ‘Tux Propiem or Empvoyvixe tu Emay- 
‘reconcile us, make us willing to obey the |. os), StavEs.—Doubtless this is a difficult 
| United States gcse ae a = a - the one, but we are not entirely without a clue 
|solders as come down to break our cnains. |, its solution. A New Orleans letter gives 
: ie cain 42 pean Peg NE — the following instructive fact: 
wn our lite a : 
| chia from our neck. Letde war be pushed ‘‘I have just met an old friend, whom I 
‘on. Bress dem who have just run away and | not only find a ri man, but ‘es 
‘cum here, and bress all.” gaged in aiding the government. - 
"On visiae from their knees a general hand-. er owns the estate on the river below the 
‘shaking followed. The ‘‘white brethren” | city, known as the * Magnolia estate’—the 
"present came in for their share, and in this) Ja brick building looking, with the sugar 
way we became acquainted with a peculiar mills, like a village on the banks of the river 
grip Amongst them, which Dr. Nichols in- |as we came up. He says he is hiring the ne- 
formed us was of a religious character pecu- | by the month, and they work day and 
liar to the negroes. It was pretty trying to | night in the cane in this, the most drivin of 
ithose not used to it, and we mapas npn | plantation vor caaeren rr het = them they 
! when the brothers and sisters subsided, and ; work too much. es e 
abanal us to straighten our crushed knuckles. ‘he has for sick negroes, which was always 
Dr. Nichols addressed them now, saying | sure to be filled at this season, is now wi 
that they hadhadave interesting meeting the | out a tenant, and all were over-anxious to 
i as some others had | work and need no urgmg. 
ived, aad were just tasting. freedom, he | ‘ao 
had no doubt but that this meeting could be C. , 5 ud Hole, 
more interesting, than ie  pendecresor.| Tre! of, Kilby. Sired,. Hoslone 
In view of the blessings they were sow enjoy-' . } oiree, é 
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